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Id Syria aid Iraq in i maw Hat cnnH fad to mrinw 


for Torlwy, whkk ikm die dan, and a 


for worry 


Me blaod titranthonS Mfltary for the art* Which li undent M c*<y o f»m faL 
hr we manth, Syria and Iraq wfit nxshc rodeoed water from the 
IrfbnUf W of the Euphrates, qftnrinl to be one fourth of the regular floa 
at 500 cubic metres per second. Syria fe non ikpuahH* on the river, 
bant Iraq also has the Tigris rnahl flrniajh to terrfency. Bat being 
npstream, Syria is ta a pasUon to keep naan of the Euphrates Star waters 
hi ha own naer aoh a and allow a fridde to Iraq. “TWs Is a problem they 
wg herein setae among themae taci ," said a TnrtkhotPeial who ashed for 
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Jordan 100 IBs; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 poend; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals: 
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PLO welcomes U.S. 
commitment, warns 
against action delay 


By « Jordan times Staff 


Sat Aba Sheri! warned that the foreign ministry, who insisted on 


AMMAN — A senior P alestine 
Liberation 
official has 
reap co mmi t tme n t to propo wri s to 

Start 80 ■ fftrw rJi w PMkggjr* ***! <4a^ 

logue but wanted thu a 
of peace efforts would lead to 
increased hi the re- 

gion. 

Bassets Aba Sheaf, special 
advisor to FLO Oamtun. Yamcr 
Arafat said a stafemnd by State 
Department spokeswoman Mar- 
garet Tutwetier Tbonday rdter- 
atiflg American mrotvemeat m 
the Middle East peace process 
“was very encouraging. “ 

In a statement sent to die 
Jordan Tinacs from Tima, Aba 
Sherif, said, however, that 


of the powers 


mac for 
tiffing of 


by (be ZsraeH occupation 


"We do not beli eve thu Presi- 
dent George Bush and Baker are 
set a w a re of the details of them 

QmBOCDs 0O 

AfoAerifanofibeUA sot 
to waste do* ^oppo rtun ity for 


anonymity, said Arens had raised 
the idea tmt that no detailed plan 
has been developed. 

There have been newspaper 
reports in recent days, however, 
tint a government team has be- 
gun studying ways to set up bal- 
loting in foe occupied terr i tori es , 
including creation of voting dfo- 


Washingios should move im- 
mediately to break, die deadlock 
in the Middle Earn peace process. 


“The situation has become ex- 
tremely dangerous and explo- 
sive Abu Sherif said. He rated 
on U.S. Se cretary of State Joses 
Baker to take “a responsible and 
courageous step to restore dm 
American credibility and wiSing- 
ness to adhere to Axneriras com- 
mitments and prmaples- and not 
to succumb to blackmail fay 
Israeli Fame Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir.” 

The PLO official reiterated the 
organis ati on's co aa nti t w cot fobs 
peace strategy and to efforts to 
remove obstacles tg^pedteg-foe 
peace proem. **We are: corpmffr 

fore 


“This (accepting Israeli oondi- 
tioos) does not provide a path for 
peace but *ffl pMract the way to 
peace,” Abu Sherif said. 

- “ H es itatio n at this m o mefo wfll 
not lad to. a Uatemate but wijl 

|0 jpflp ff l Brt m 

the regtoo," he waned. "Do 
Bush and Baker want the Middle 
East co eoepiode and to be docnm- 
need by easamsts?” he asked. 

He raid that (be PLO believes 
that Bub and Baker haw "good 


Id An interview published in the 
Hebrew daily Yediot Ahxonot 
carter this week, Arens said: 
"The elections in the (occupied) 
territories will take place because 
we wiB bold them, with or with- 
out the initiative of the United 


" bat peace cannot be 


“ Pea ce cm never be achieved 
by making the American po&cy 
hostage to the teach gowexn- 
fflenrs deejnop or by maintaining 
sfcnce over the riolatioos of the 
Palestinian people’s human 
rights,” Aha Stem said. . 


Area: 


the uttranrigencel of the teaefi 
government winch has anereed 
as the only obstacle to peace, he 
said. 


{tied West Bank and Gaza Strip 
op its own if American efforts to 

nwlMte Ifrij- p atM t i n i im talkis 

fo3f an aide said Friday. 

A senior official in the Israeli 


If the mediation efforts by Bak- 
er foil, Arens added, Israel “will 
take the step of elections in the 
territories by ourselves." 

Baker has been trying to 
arrange talks in Washington with 
Arens and Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Esmax Abdul Mnprid to 
set the sage for an laraeli-Palesti- 
nian dialogue in Cairo. 

The Cairo dialogue would be 
aimed at advancing Zsrael> call 
for elections in the occupied terri- 
tories to select Patesnmans to 
open' folks on limited autonomy 
with Brad. 

Baker has not yet scheduled 
die tripartite meeting because of 
Israeli insistence' of advance 
American “guarantees** that the 
FLO will not be directly or in- 
directly involved in folks. 

Eg^pt, and A e n Ba to , o ffere d 

c^dwSoo* jw rtifcted by 
the FLO and Pdestmbar leaden 
hi tiie occupied territories. 

. Saed Basakat, a pro-PLO pro- 
fessor, told the Associated ness 
Friday that Arens' latest election 
call was destined to fo9. 


Weizman cries Soviet foul 
over upgrading PLO status 


TEL AVIV ( AP) — Israel's Sd- 


ensed the Soviet Umotr Friday of 
“playing a trick’' on ten by ex- 
ploiting his visit to Moscow to 
announce the establishment of 
fufl diplomatic relations with foe 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). . 

Weizman, who returned Friday 
from an eight-day visit to the 
Soviet capital at the invitation of 
foe Soviet Academy of Sci e n c es, 
met Wednesday irib Soviet Fore- 
ign ' Minis ter Edoard Sbevaxd- 


said ..Wednesday that the PLO 
mfmon v/oaki be recognised as 
“an embaary erf the State of Fales- 


She vaidnadze told Wcazmas 
that ti» Kremlin plans to upgrade 
ties with Israel. At tbe same time, 
the Soviet Union announced that 
the PLO*s Moscow mission would 
be increased in sta tu s to a foil 


news agency TASS 


“I told ten (Shevardnadze) 
that be Vtf mating a IBBhkfl, 
They played stride cat sm. It was 
planned by them in advance,” 
Weizman told reporters at the 
Ben-Gurkm airport near Tel 
Aviv. 

He said foe Soviets tote advan- 
tage of pubhefty created around 
his. visit. 

- “An- Israeli cabinet minister 
appears three times bn tbe Soviet 
Tdemaon, Israeli flags are every- 
where, we are recognised on the 
s treets... so they exploited my 
presence to aaptengn a dec&ou 
they tote a longtime ago,” Weiz- 




Howemr, Weizman added be 
stiU prefer red “direct contacts 


with in order to bq tele to 
argue and try to convince them.” 
According to Weizman, She- 
vardnadze said that the Soviet 
mission in Tel Aviv and the 
Israeli mission in Moscow would 
be upgraded in status to just 
below embassy level. 

The Soviet Union thus stopped 
short of renewing foil diplomatic 

relations with tead. 

Israeli officials viewed Wen- 
man’s meeting with Shevard- 
nadze as embarrassing since the 
Soviets refused, to auow Arye 
Levin, Israel’s consular repre- 
sentative in Moscow, to attend, 
saying he lacked the necessary 
diplomatic status. 

An angry Foreign Minister 
Mosbe Arens accused Weizman 
earficar tins week of causing a 
“great harm” for Israel by his 
meetina with Shevardnadze. 


Modrow bows to pressure, 
spikes new security plan 


EAST BERLIN (R) —East Ger- 
man Prime Minister Hans Mod- 
iuw, yiekfing fio pressure from 


nets have accused his communist 


tion, said Friday he had scrapped 
plans to team s new security 
police force before May’s free 
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“Before -May ti, there will be 


after a paidiamaitaiy debate m 
which mg afo et s from parties ia 

the gove ram g coalition lambasted 

bis security pofides. 

In & major concession to East 
Germany^ anretentmg reform 
movement, Modrow also set lone 
30 as deadline for complete teoB- 
tion of the zrated^SfosT security 
pohee that shored m> the old 

Stalinist r eg ime for years. 
Be Said he. had noted the 


ftffiwnl supervising tnsaonmon or 
the Stasi for incompetence. 

“The government expects tins 
slow work to te speeded up 
work is hmiere d. Jk 


drisokrtionof for power 


hfodrow pledged sweepmg to- 
forms when .he; took office amid 
nun protests two p on tes ago. 
ButoppcmtkHiand coalition part- 


amf secret^ restore the tel secur- 
ity police. 

He was forced to dunb down 
ody a day after that a 

new security pofice osgamstiioa, 
the Bureau for the Protection of 
the Constitution, was vial to 
constat a wave of neo-Nazi activ- 
ity and drug crime. 

Haas-Dieter . Raspe, deputy 
bead of the liberal Democrat 
Coalition party, had urged foe 
r/wwmwat Party to “shake off 
the evB of the old onto” and case 
its grip hn power. 

. “We will withdraw our mhns- 
ttss tf tins wish is not fulfilled, ” 
be toMpariiaaxriz. "We see how 
foe SED (Comnnmist Party) 
strives to satisfy an old hunger 
tor power. 

Three of four coalitkm partners 
threatened to quit the govern- 
ment ifthe Cornmnaasts tried to 
set up a new security pofice be- 
fore ti» May eloctions. 

Mocbnow*s sudden teonMocm 
could also save government- 
ramos him round table folks from 


oupo si t io a 
coflapse M 


It was the latest in a chain of 
dramatic compromises made by 
the beleaguered Communists to 
retain power. 

After veteran Communist lead- 
er Erich Honedcer fell in Octo- 
ber, Ns successor Egon Krc&z 
threw open the Berfin WaD that 
had OQDffirined tta population for 
30 years. But the gamble failed, 
demonstrations continued and 
Krenz was ousted 

As tiie tide of protest swelled, 
foe Communists conceded free 
elections and allowed tbeir lead- 
ing role to be struck from tbe 
constitution. 

The *rins over, the security 
police brought hundreds of 
thousands of demonstrators back 
into the strops in East Beilin and 
in Ldpzm, dynamo of the peace- 
fid rebellion. - 

- On Thursday nubt, after Mod- 
row^ defiant pledge to set up a 
sew security police, thousands 
protested in front of parliament. 
Demonstrator* tore down black- 
red-gold East German flags and 
cot out the central Comnnmist 


Monday. 











Irma, destroying part of the 


Tehran Israeli bus burned; army 
insists on sea i s four W. Bank homes 


troop 

pullout 

NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iranian 
President Hasbemi Rafsanjani 
said Friday a new Iraqi proposal 
to restart stalled peace folks con- 
tained “nothing positive,” 
Tehran Radio reported. 

But Iranian officials expressed 
support for a Soviet oner to 
mefoate in tiie talks, deadlocked 
despite several rounds held since 
an August 1988 ceasefire. 

Speaking in Ids Friday sermon, 
broadcast on tiie radio and moni- 
tored in Nicosia, Rafsanjani said 
the Iraqi proposal contained “no 
positive point, and there is no 
reference to the issue of with- 
drawal of troops." 

From Iran's point of view, the 
maid stidriiQ point in the talks 
has been Iraq's refusal to pull out 
its troops from Iranian territory it 
still occupies. 

Rafsanjani said the Iraqi prop- 
osal for an exchange of prisoners 
captured before 1982 was “very 
deceptive.** . 

He added that whereas foe 
Iranians had captured some 
25,000 Iraqi soldiers before then, 
Baghdad had “taken some 3,000 
ormnaiy people in the region as 
prisoners,” referring to civilians 
m the regions Iraq initially in- 
vaded. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein last week proposed new 
direct talks to revive the negotia- 
tions, an exchange of prisoners, 
opening of air links and an ex- 
change of visits by Iranians and 
Iraqis. 

Iran's deputy foreign minister, 
Mahmoud Vaczi, who returned 
to Tehran earlier fori week after 


ign Munster Eduard Shevard- 
nadze, expressed support Thurs- 
day for a Soviet proposal to medi- 
ate the talks. 

Soviet Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Gennady Gerasimov 
said in Moscow Thursday that 
Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati sent a message to 
Moscow via Vaeri saying Tehran 
was willing to resume tbe talks 
with Soviet mediation. 

The Mamin Republic News 
(JRNA) also monitored in Nico- 
sia, said Velayati’s message stres- 
sed that Iran would consider any 
Soviet proposal “containing a sys- 
tematic and dearly defined for- 
mula for the implementation of 
U.N, Security Council Resolu- 
tion 598." 

The U.N. resolution, approved 
by the Security Council in 1987, 
was accepted by Iran a year later. 

Gerasimov said Baghdad bad 
already agreed to trilateral talks 
with Soviet mediation. 

Tbe Iraqi Foreign Ministry in 
Baghdad has issued a statement 
welcoming foe Sonet role. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinians in the 
West Bank set fire to a bos taking 
Afjfc workers to tbeir iota m 
Israel Friday only hours after the 
army sealed the homes of four 
men accused of similar attacks. 

Residents and military sources 
said masked activists ordered the 
workers and the Israeli driver off 
the bus in Nablus before burning 
it. 

In foe West Bank village of 
Sailet A1 Hardriyeh, troops sea- 
led the homes of four Palestinians 
accused of burning two Israeli 
buses last month and assaulting 
Arabs suspected of collaborating 
with the Israeli occupation au- 
thorities. 

Palestinian n&tionalists have 
stepped up arson attacks on 
Israeli buses in recent weeks in an 
attempt to deter West Bank red- 
den ts from working in Israel. 

Some 30 masked Palestinians 
from the M»m»e Fundamentalist 
Movement Hamas paraded 
through the Nablus casbah in 
what residents described as an 
immmmmI show of strength. 

The unified leadership of the 
revolt has had more support than 
Hamas in Nablus during foe two- 
year uprising in foe occupied ter- 
ritories. 


dressed in blade and waving 
Palestinian flags with Mamie in- 
scriptions paraded for 45 minutes 
and dispersed peacefully. There 
were no dashes with soldiers. 


who usually break up such mar- 
ches with tear-gas and gunfire. 

Troops maintained a curfew on 
the West Bank village of ‘Ain 
Arik imposed Monday after 
Palestinians hurled a firebomb at 
an army jeep. 

Faisal Husseini, a leading activ- 
ist, on Friday visited an Israeli 
injured in foe bloodiest attack of 
foe 25-month Palestinian up- 
rising. 

The hospital visit was foe first 
known meeting between an Arab 
identified as a leader of the upris- 
ing and one of the rebellion's 
Israeli victims. 

Amir Abramson suffered se- 
vere leg injuries when a Palesti- 
nian assailant forced a crowded 
bus off the Jerusalem-Tel Aviv 
highway last July 6. He is current- 
ly undergoing treatment at Jeru- 
salem's Hadassah hospital. 

Abramson, sitting in his wheel- 
chair, his legs bandaged, told 
Hnsseim that the attack brought 
him to realise the need to resolve 
tbe Israeli-Palestinian conflict by 
establishing a Palestinian state in 
tiie occupied West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip, witnesses said. 

Husseini, in turn, condemned 
the attack, they reported. 

Israeli court documents have 
identified Husseini as a leader of 
the uprising. Husseini was never 
charged and says he is ready to 
s tand trial. 

In recent speeches and inter- 
views, Husseini has said that the 
goal of foe rebellion's third year 


would be winning the confidence 
of those Israelis who deeply dis- 
trust Palestinian declarations of 
tbe uprising's peaceful intentions. 

Husseini could not be reached 
at his home or office Friday to 
comment on his meeting with 
Abramson. 

In the bus attack, 16 people 
were killed and 24 others, among 
them Abramson, were injured. 
The victims included the only 
American killed in the revolt, 
39-year-old lawyer Rita Levine of 
Philadelphia, and two rwrfian 
tourists. 

The assilant, 23-year-old 
Abdul Hadi Ghanem, of the 
occupied Gaza Strip, was sent- 
enced in October to 16 life terms 
in prison for each of the deaths in 
the bus attack, and additional 
20-year terms for each of foe 
wounded passengers, to be 
served concurrently. 

Meanwhile Friday, a Palesti- 
nian- American boy was expelled 
after conviction in a stone-throw- 
ing incident last Oct. 3. 

Shaker Saeed Hussein, 17, was 
pat aboard a plane for New York 
by Israeli officers, U.S. consulate 
officials co nfirm ed. 

Hussein, whose father works in 
Syracuse, pleaded guilty and was 
convicted of stoning an Israeli 
bus, according to lawyers and 
U.S. officials familiar with the 
case. His sentence was reduced to 
100 days from 10 months on 
condition he be expelled, they 


Romanian premier jeered 
amid Bucharest mourning 


BUCHAREST (R) — Arti- 
Communist demonstrators staged 
foe first public protests against 
Romania’s provisional govern- 
ment Friday as foe country 
mourned victims of the Decem- 
ber uprising that toppled dictator 
Nicolae Ceausescu. 

Prime Minister Petre Roman, 
standing on top of an armoured 
car, was booed and jeered as be 
tried in vain to appease an angry 
crowd of several thousand 


“Down with co mmunism, all 
Communists in the government 
must resign,” the crowd shouted 
outside the Foreign Ministry, 
headquarters of the ruling 
National Salvation Front (NSF). 

The apparently spontaneous 
protest came during a national 
day of mourning for the people, 
officially estimated at up to 
10,000, who were killed during 
foe Dec. 22 uprising against 


Ceausescu and his wife Elena 
were shot by an army firing squad 
after a two-hour mOftary trial 
Dec. 25. 

Silent groups gathered Friday 


in central Bucharest around pave- 
ment shrines where insurgents 
were killed three weeks ago by 
Ceausescu’s fanatical Securitate 
secret police. 

People burned their Commun- 
ist Pany cards and demanded tbe 

execution of “terrorists” guilty of 
killing people daring foe revolu- 
tion. 

But the day was marked by a 
strong current of anger against 
prominent former Communists in 
die front, a loose coalition which 

h&s^piedged free elections in 

“I promise the Communist Par- 
ty does not exist any more,” 
Roman, himself once a party 
member, bellowed through a 
loudspeaker. 

“Yes, yes, it still exists,” mem- 
bers of the crowd shouted back. 

Tbe demonstrators cheered as 
a young worker, Marin Hutanu, 
was hoisted atop the armoured 
car beside Roman and read out a 
tat of demands. 

These included calls for public 
trials of the Geausescn loyalists 
now in detention and execution 
for those guilty of murder. 


The country’s new rulers have 
abolished tiie death penalty. 

“We won't go until every Com- 
munist in the government has 
resigned,” the demonstrators 
chanted, backing demands for the 
forma! dosslution of the Com- 
munist Party which took power 
four decades ago. 

Silvhi Brucan. an influential 
member of the front's 11-member 
executive committee, was angled 
out for attack. 

A former Ceausescu envoy to 
foe United States and the United 
Nations, Brucan moved into open 
opposition at foe tail end of 
Ceauscscn's 24-year rule. 

Painter Cristiana Tara, one of 
the numerous protesters who 
addressed the crowd, said people 
did not accept Brucan's presence 
in wbat was supposed to be a 
democratic movement. 

“He was always done things for 
money, for his personal situation, 
to have a great villa,” she said 
later. 

“We don't want niesen, we 
want Roman,” tbe demonstrators 
shouted. 


militias 
beef up 


BEIRUT (R) — Rival Shi'ite 
militias fought with 
machmeguns and rockets and 
strengthened battlelines in 
South Lebanon Friday, spurn- 
ing Iranian mediation efforts to 
end tbeir three-week-old war. 

Security sources said tbe 
pro-Iranian HizboUah (Party 
of God) and the Syrian-backed 
Amal militias appeared poised 
for a major escalation of foe 
fi ghting in the Iqlim A1 Tufah 
area, 40 kilometres south of 
Beirut. 

Both sides sent in reinforce- 
meats and the rival gunmen 
were seen digging fresh tren- 
ches and building concrete and 
sand fortifications in tbe moun- 
tainous battlezone Friday. 

‘The area is now on top of a 
volcano," one security source 
said Thursday. “If in 48 hours 
a solution was not found to the 
political problems between 
them, a big explosion will take 
place in the south.” 

The inter-Shi'ite battles, 
which erupted Dec. 23, have 
killed at least 80 people, 
wounded 285, forced 
thousands to flee their homes 
and caused extensive damage. 

Tbe sources said guerrillas of 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (FLO) leader Yasser Ara- 
fat's Fateh group also reinforced 
their positions in the contested 


Some 600 Palestinian fight- 
ers deployed last week along a 
three-kilometre front in Iqlim 
A1 Tufah in an attempt to 
separate the rival factions, 
vying for leadership of Leba- 
non’s 1.5 million Shi'ites. 

A Palestinian field comman- 
der warned HizboDah Thurs- 
day that his men would return 
fire if attacked again. A 
Palestinian fighteT was killed 
and seven were wounded when 
a mortar shell fired by Hizbol- 
lah hit a Palestinian position 
Wednesday. 

Hizbollah, trained, equip- 
ped and financed by Tehran, 
has had the upper hand in the 
fi ghting so tar having seized 
five previously Amal-coutrol- 
ted villages. 

Iran’s Deputy Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Ali 
Besharati has tried to end foe 
bloody conflict by negotiation 
since arriving in Beirut 
Sunday. 

Political sources said he met 
Amal and Hizbollah officials at 
the Iranian embassy in Befrax 
Thursday but failed to break 
the deadlock as neither was 
prepared to make major con- 
cessions. 

Hizbollah demanded 
. guarantees that a peace pact 
signed last January with Amal 
would be implemented before 
they pull out. 

Amal insists HizboQab with- 
draws from ah captured terri- 
tory before talks and rejected 
an offer from the pro-Iranian 
militia to relinquish one cajp- 
tured village prior to negotia- 
tions. 

More than 900 people have 
been killed in the alm ost two- 
year-old inter-Shi'ite conflict. 

In Beirut's sprawling south- 
ern suburbs, some 5,000 Hiz- 
bollah sympathisers took to the 
streets in a show of support fin* 
the pro-Iranians. 

The marchers, half of them 
women dad in black chadours 
and children carrying pictures 
of foe late Iranian leader 
Ayatollah Rnhollah Khomeini, 
chanted anti-Western and anti- 
Amal slogans. 

The secretary general of 
Hizbollah, Sheikh Subbi 
Totxfieli, told the crowd the 
militants would fight until the 
last breath in South Lebanon. 

“We can't retreat or make 
concessions because we would 
be making concessions on be- 
half of Islam... and the line of 
Imam Khomeini,” Toufieli 
told his supporters who were 
chanting “Ailah-o-Akbar 
(God is Great).” 

“It has become clear that we 
have foe ability to purge the 
sooth from all insects... we 
only want to fight Israel,” foe 
Sheikh said. 
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Kuwaiti papers welcome 
pledge for democracy 


KUWAIT (AP) — Newspapers 
Friday welcomed a statement by 
the crown prince and prime 
minister, S frer kh Saad A1 Abdal- 
lah A1 Sabah, saying the govern- 
ment will ennrider restoring par- 
liament, suspended three years 
ago, and raiding press censorship. 

Sheikh Saad the remarks 
to reporters in Cairo Thursday 
daring an o fficial visit to Egypt 
amid gro w in g agitation among 
the co u ntr y' s 1.7 million popula- 
tion for the restoration of demo- 
cracy. 

“We hope dm* 1 the return home 
of the crown prince will witness a 
constructive dialogue on 1 the 
cou n tr y 's concerns, which cur- 
rently dominate public preoc- 
cupations,” wrote Mohammad 
Mnssaed A1 Saleh, a prominent 
journalist and lawyer in a front- 
page article in the A1 Watan 
dafly. 

In Cairo, Saad noted that the 
July 1986 decree dissolving par- 
liament issued by the emir. 
Sheikh Jaber Ai Ahmad A1 
Sabah, stated that the move “does 
■not mean the end of parliamen- 
tary life” in Kuwait. 

“This was a commitment made 
by... the emir,” he said. 

“We in Kuwait believed, and 
still believe, in the feasibility of 
the public's participation (in run- 
ning the country) and its role in 
supervision and legislation,” 
Sheikh Saad said. 

“On the bass of this concept, 
we will work toward finding a 
formula that prevents Kuwait 
from being exposed to a third 
crisis,” he added. 

He was referring to political 
crises in 1986, when parliament 


was suspended, and in 1976, 
when the assembly was sus- 
pended for four years. 

Sheikh Saad said that witliiu 
days, decisions related to lifting 
the censorship imposed on 
Kuwait's once freewheeling press 
when parliament was dissolved 
would be announced. 

Kuwait's information minister. 
Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al Sabah, 
said recently that while the gov- 


ernment was interested in res- 
toring democratic life, it was 
looking for a concept other than 
reconstituting parliament. He 
did not elaborate. 

Mnssaed wrote: “We don’t 
think that Kuwait will be plunged 
into a third crias if parliamentary 
life is restored to the country 
because the developments in the 
region have a differ ent tendency 
in the light of cessation of the 
Guff wm and the.. . mnltiptidty of 
opinions in more rhan an Arab 
country, including Jordan, which 
has restored parliamentary life.” 

He added: “The ideal solution 
lies in lifting censorship so that 
citizens can express their ideas 
freely, and in political openness* 
so that the diwauiyas can play a 
rale in expressing the public's 
viewpoints concerning the res- 
toration of parliamentary life.” 

Another Kuwaiti daily, Al Ra’i 
Al Aam , said in an editorial: 
“The crown prince’s remarks are a 
reflection of public ambitions 
which are not confined to 
Kuwait, but include the rest of 
the Arab World, as we cannot 
deal with recent (world) changes 
except through the consolidation 
of democracy.” 

When Kuwait's 50-member 
parliament was suspended, it was 
the only elected chamber in any 
of the six Arab Gulf states. 

Bahrain was the only other 
country to have had a parliament. 
It was dissolved in 1975. 

The Kuwaiti chamber was sus- 
pended after legislators criticised 
government policy while the 
country was being hit by Iranian 
sabotage at the height of the 
eight-year Iran-Iraq war and was 
being buffeted by the world’s oil 
[nice plunge. 

Virulent attacks on govern- 
ment policy prompted the 1976 
suspension. 

m recent weeks, former parlia- 
mentarians, encouraged by the 
August 1988 ceasefire in the Gulf 
war and the improving oil situa- 
tion, have been pressing for the 
restoration of parliament and a 


Turkey seeks return 
of ancient silver coins 


BOSTON (AP) — A SlO-miliion 
• hoard of ancient silver coins dat- 
ing to the 5th century B.C is at 
the centre of a battle here be- 
tween the Republic of Turkey, 
which claims they were smuggled 
out of the country, and an Amer- 
ican millionaire and his partners. 

Turkey has filed a federal com- 
plaint against the businessmen, 
seeking the return of about 1,900 
silver coins it contends were ille- 
gally excavated in 1984 by several 
, Turkish nationals and then snug- 
gled to dealers in Germany. 

The businessmen say when 
they bought the coins, the dealer 
showed them documents proving 
he legally owned them. 

The coins are from the ancient 
. Greek and Lydan cultures. They 
include a number of decad- 
ractims, a rare group of coins 
minted in special issue in the 
highest known Athenian de- 
nomination. 

The Turkish government 
claims they are from a site near 
Fjnali in southern Anatolia, a 
region in the southeastern part of 
. the country. 

Turkey’s civil complaint was 
filed Dec. 29, 1989. in U.S. dis- 
trict court at Boston. Jadtge John 
J. McNaught was assigned to the 


The Turks seek return of the 
coins, or to be paid damages of 
“in excess of $10 million" said 
Lawrence Kaye, a lawyer with 
the New York firm representing 
Turkey. 

Those named in the complaint 
indude William Koch, a mil- 
lionaire who lives in West Palm 
Beach, Florida, and elsewhere, 
and his Dedham Business, Ox- 
bow Corporation, as well as OKS 
Partners, a partnership which in- 


cludes Koch. 

Carey Ramos, a lawyer for 
Oxbow, -said the coins had been 
obtained legally, and said the 
forks had no right to daim them. 

“Ath enians traveled through- 
out the Mediterranean world. 
Who do the coins belong to? If 
yon want to get into a philosphic- 
al debate, I suppose you’d say 
they belong to somebody in 
Athens 2,500 years ago,” said 


Ramos, who is an attorney in 
New York. 

In turkey, however, the gov- 
ernment bias laid daim tO all 
antiquities out of Turkish ground 
since the beginning of the 20th 
century, Kaye said. 

Turkish law also prohibited all' 
excavation without a license, said 
Harry Rand, another attorney 
with Herrick, Femstein. Kaye 
said the people who excavated 
the coins had been prosecuted, 
and some were serving a prison 
sentence in Turkey. 

Some of the coins had been 
returned already by other own- 
ers, although that had come ab- 
out by negotiation and not court 
action, Kaye said. 

Ramos said he did not know 
how many coins of the original 
hoard were owned by OKS, or 
how much they paid for them. 
Connoisseur magazine, in an arti- 
cle that appeared last year, said 
the partnership bought about 
1,650 coins far $2.7 million in 
1984. Later, Koch sold about 60 
of them, the magazine said. 

Koch's two partners in OKS, 
Jonathan Kagan and Jeffrey 
Spier, are also named in the 
complaint, as is the Spring creek 
Art Foundation, a foundation en- 
dowed by Koch. 


Egypt’s top domestic security 
official, whose reported namecall- 
ing caused a storm of protest by 
opposition parties, journalists 
and others. 

A presidential decree named as 
Interior Minister Zaki Barfs suc- 
cessor Mohammad Abdul Halim 


Musa, 59, is a fanner director 
of public security whose highest 
rank as a police officer was a 
major generaL In 1987 he served 
as assistant to the ousted interior 

Kk 

as governor of 


long-time centre of Muslim fun- 
damentalist violence. 

Badr moved to the cabinet as 
interior minister from the same 
Assort post in 1986, after two 
days of rioting in Cairo by 
thousands of security policemen 
protesting work conditions and 
pay. 

Badr, known for harsh and 
sustained crackdowns on Muslim 
extremists, lost his job less than a 
month after surviving an appa- 
rent a ss a s s ina t i on attempt attri- 
buted to them. 

A truck bomb went off in a 
suburban Cairo district on Dec. 
16, seconds before Sadr’s motor- 
cade passed en route to a police 
dub far the minister’s regular 
more jogging and tennis. A 
medical student from Assmt Uni- 
versity was ar res te d at the rite, 
and around 300 people were 
rounded np in the following 


Sadr’s sharp tongue and iron- 
fisted security operations — in 
certain periods last year, as many 
as 6,000 alleged Muslim militants 
were held at one time — earned 
him die ire of opposition parties. 
Many used their daily or weekly 
publications to attack him. 

Ignoring the opposition's 
blasts, Mubarak retained Badr. 
On occasion last-year, the presi- 
dent praised the Interior Minis- 
try's performance in fighting ex- 
tremists and maintaining public 
order. 

But Mubarak, known for civil, 
measured language in. public, 
apparently lost patience.. after 
Badr last weekend reportedly 
hurled insults at opposition 


groups, lawyers, journalists and 
even his own cabinet colleagues. 

Badr was quoted as saying in a 
free-wheeling speech at a rally in 
the Nile Delta town of Benha that 
he wanted to kill all members of 
the Muslim Brotherhood, a fun- 
damentalist group with par- 
liamentary representation and a 
national foUcrwing of hundreds of 
thousands. Badr always lumped 
that moderate or ganisati on with 
violence-prone Muslim activists 
of the so-called Al Gamaat Al 
Islamiya, or Islamic groups- 

Badris alleged offensive re- 
marks were published Tuesday 
and Wednesday by the opposition 
socialist Labour Party’s weekly 
newspaper Al Shaab and the 
weekly Al Abah, oran of the 
opposition National Unionist 
Progressive Party. Al Shaab said 
it had tape recordings. 

The minister reportedly cited a 
saying by a Imam ShafeJi, a lead- 
ing Muslim scholar, to the effect 
that he would not mind Hiring 
one-third of a nation if this en- 
sured the security of the other 
two thirds. 

“I want to kill only one per 
cent of (Egypt's) population,” 
Badr was quoted as saying in the 
Benha diatribe. 

This would mean about half a 
million people, appa ren tly Badris 
estimate of fundamentalist 
strength.'-' - ■ 
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cabinet ministers are “puppets... 
idiots ... ' thieves;” leading col- 
umnist Ahmad Bahaacddin is “a 
kid who's paid” by fundamental- 
ists; somelawyera, university pro- 
fessors, physicians and engineers 
are “lowly... thugs... son of 


The reported vitriol triggered 
demands that he be sacked, strip- 
ped of his parliamentary immun- 
ity and brought to trial. Under 
Egypt’s criminal code, insul ting 
people is punishable by op to two 


Some opposition party writers 
said Mubarak was responsible for , 
Badris conduct and that failure to 
dismiss him would mean that the 
president condoned his be- 
haviour. ' 

Except for a an gle cohzmmst’s 
article Friday, Cano’s three ma- 
jor government-owned newspap- 
ers ignored the controv e rsy. 

In that article, columnist Mus- 
tafa Amm, denounced by Badr as 
“filthy and decayed,” wrote in Al 
Akhbar: 

“We trample all the name- 
calling under our feet (in con- 
tempt)..., but this is the first time 
in Egypt’s history that a cabinet 
minister has threatened to exter- 
minate half a millio n Egyptians. 
The interior ministe r ’ s job Is to 
watch over Egyptians, not to kill 
them. We want to know if tins 
(Badris threat) is the view of the 
state or just (that of) the interior 


Unlike Badr, his successor 
Musa is known in security circles 
as an advoca te of condfiation 
rather than confrontation in deal- 
ing with ex trem i s t s . He is known 
among associates as “the shaMi 
of Arabs,” a tide usually riven to 
a tribal leader who presides over 
conciliation meetings. 

Born in a Nile Delta town Nov. 
25, 1930, Musa was graduated 
from the police academy in 1954. 
He was awarded three state de- 
corations for distinction and was 
director of public security be- 
tween 1983 and 1987. He became 
Badris assistant in 1987 moved in 
the same year to the Assiut gov- 
ernorship that he , held until 
Friday^ ... ■ --■/ - 

Musa is married; wftb two 
daughters and a son. 


U.S. slashes contribution, 
threatens to leave FAO 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
United States has sharply re- 
duced its arrmnal contribution tO a 
U.N. food agency that su p ported 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PL Q) and warned it 
might pull out of the world body 
altogether, according to the State 
Department 

“The United States has deter- 
mined that for our calendar year 
1989 it would pay the $18 nnffion 


Food and Agriculture Organisa- 
tion (FAO),” said spokeswoman 
Mai^uet Tntwiler. 

The United States is s up posed 
to pay $61.4 million for 1989, 
which is 25 per cent of the agen- 
cy’s budget. 

“We wul reassess our participa- 
tion in die U.N. Food and Agri- 
culture Organisation during 
1990 ” Tntwiler added. 

U.S. ire was sparked by the 
agency's governing council, 
winch voted overwhelmingly last 
November to help the FLO teach 
Palestinians how to grow food in 
the Israeli-occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

The U.N. agency ignored re- 
peated U.S. warnings — both 
private and public — against 
adopting the resolution, which 


in the 110-nation body. 

The United States also was 
angered by the budget adopted at 
the meeting, which projected a 
three per cent growth for 1990 
and 1991, said another source. 
The Rome-based organisation 
ignored a U.S. demand for a 
budget freeze pending reforms, 
the so ur ce said. 

Contributing further to the de- 
cision about the aid cuts was the 
governing council's decision to 
deny U.S. representative Dan 
Amstotz his right to chair the 
Food and Agriculture Council 
under a rotation system, the 
source said 

The United States has clashed 
repeatedly with the United Na- 
tions and its affiliated agencies 
over their budgets and their sup- 
port for foe PLO. 

The FAO’s resolution, adopted 
by 96 members with only the 
United States and Israel in 
opposition, called for the orga- 
nisation to provide the 1.7 milli on 
Palestinians in the occupied terri- 
tories with assistance “in dose 
cooperation with the PLO.” 

It also criticised Israel's “con- 
fiscation of Palestinian land and 
the ex pr opriation of Palestinian 
water resources.” 

The United States argued that 


the resolution was political in 
nature' and veered from the orga- 
nisation's charter of . providing 
agricultural assistance to devdop- 
ing nations. 

In Rome, an FAO official srid 
aU.S. decision to cot funding was 
“unfair and unjustified.” The 
official, who asked not to be 
named, said the resolution 
“doesn't say the FAO must work 
through the PLO,” and that all 
but two countries agreed it was 
“not a political resolution ... but 
a terfmiral issue.” 

The United States is foe mem- 
ber most in arrears to the U.N. 
Last October, it delivered a $65- 
miDi on check to the organisation, 
reducing its debt to S635 million. 

The accrued debt goes back to 
1985, when then-President 
Ronald Reagan withheld some 
dims from the U.N. to protest 
what he said was the body’s anti- 
U.S. bias, its overblown budget 
and inefficient administration. 

The United Nations responded 
with some reforms, and Reagan 


pronounced himself satisfied 
shortly before leaving office. 
However, Congress last fall 
turned down tire administration’s 
request for an additional $46 mil- 
lion to pay some of foe back does. 
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are massive infusions 
of Soviet anus. 

The United States masts it will 
keep backing die rebels until Na- 


Mujahedeen, “Fm going to 
insist, that conditions are 
attached,” such as b ringin g in 
Defence Department experts to 


UNGOMAFs future role. -She 
noted that Secretary .General 
Javier Perez de cueilar Would 
visit Moscow next week . 


Egypt controversial novelist dies 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Ihsan 
Abdul Quddous, a leading 
Egyptian novelist and journalist 
jailed under the country’s last 
king and its revolutionary lead- 
er, has died aged 70. 

He died in a Cairo hospital 
Thursday night after 10 days in 
a coma following a brain 
haemorrhage, hospital officials 


Abdul Quddous, imprisoned 
by King Farouk and Gama! 
Abdul Nasser for his political 
writing, also provoked outcries 
among conservatives with bis 
feminist novels and sexual 
scenes in his short stories. 

He was die author of about 
100 novels, bocks on politics or 
short-story collections, some of 
which were translated into 
several languages. 

His novel “I Am Free” tells 
the story of an independent 
young Egyptian woman in the 
new society after the 1952 re- 
volution which toppled the 
monarchy. Among his best 
known works were “The Bus 
Thief,” “A Man in our House” 
and “A nose and Three Eyes.” 


Abdul Quddous showed an 
early interest in politics, taking 
part in student demonstrations 
m the 1930s against British 
occupation. He was once 
quoted as saying be received a 
good beating at one of the 
protests. 

He graduated from Cairo 
University in 1942 but after two 
years as a lawyer joined his 
mother’s political weekly. Rose 
Al Youssef. 

He was first jailed in 1945 for 
an article urging British 
Ambassador Sir Miles Lamb- 
son to leave the country. After 
his release.in October the same 
year, be became editor-in-chief 
of the political weekly. 

His most famous press cam- 
paign followed the 1948 Arab- 
IsraeH war when he exposed a 
major corruption scandal about 
obsolete weapons delivered to 
the Egyptian army. 

This brought him in contact 
with Nasser, then an obscure 
army officer leading a secret 
cell called “The Free Officers." 

After the revolution, his cri- 
tical article 'The Secret Society 


Ruling Egypt” provoked Nas- 
ser to order his arrest. He was 
freed after three months in 
Cairo’s mititaiy prison, then 
notorious for its use ofctorture. 

Detained again a few months 
later, he was released within 
hours on Nasser's orders.. . 

In 1966 Abdul Quddonswas 
appointed editor-in-chjef of 
Akhbar Al Yom. He became 
editor and chairman of Al 
Ahram, Egypt's other leading 
newspaper, in 1975. 

Critics accused him of over- 
emphasising sex in his novels, 
most of which were made into 
films or television serials: The 
Saadi Arabian newspaper Al 
Moslemoun, which attacked 
him in a series of articles, de- 
scribed him as “the love-bed 
novelist." 

Abdul Quddous defended his 
work as an attempt to deal with 
fife realistically, saying his re- 
ferences to sex were not gra- 
tuitous. 

Abdul Quddous also wrote 
regular syndicated columns -in 
Cairo’s government-owned 
newspapers and magazines. 
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Khalid Al Karaki, was 
appointed by Badran as 

minister of culture, jfjtralri re- 
mains as the president of the 
association, and hood elec- 
tions were expected to be held 
next month. 

However, Karalri decided to 
enteod the admnus&ative efce- 
tion 5 of the board of the JWA 
tmtQ March to enable the a&d* 
ciation more time to ovsaiue 
their aSaizs after two aim half 
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Nahhas added that the free- 
dom “which has been given to 
us, (or which we have taken, 
actually) up till now is not 
enough. We have to go ahead 
and abolish the pr ess and pub- 
lications Jaw and create new 
laws which give more freed om 
for publishing and dist ri b u t i ng 
books in Jordan. So we have a 


'il(!»ll | ■» 4; 1 1. 1« 4 » 

Him 


* 1 “ 1 : T B|^^l±iJil 

> • tK"l ^ » 4 1 » 4 .* 

4 .:<; V4 f tf li rj*i t * 1 f 

4 - '* - + z r- 

* » L . ; » * W W 1 ^ 'R*:lC 4t;'ivJ» :f, .-+* 

.i^rW^* T -r M r v.*m./ 

M 

\Tiy; y p' ; '^ f iTM » •■ -» » - - - r 

iViI»i.i;t!lM,» 

iff - *- , *';*4 "jg 1 ' -'■ r l 

I 

I ,-^H r 4<> n IK ■ illint l« - 1 
k « 1.(4 : r I T ^ i > J 

; ' W r lt. 1.1 AH ^*1 i(* ^ 1,1 ’ 1 1 

f f * 

x t L 

-kill* w » i n 

i ;i -1 1 J -j 

m 

l r * i j HL i4 ‘BL- 1 1 -4 »-. 1 HI ♦» * 1 1 * 
l • > i \ *m *■ ’•" * : ‘R ? « 1 * j'-R*_ » A <_* *1 * 

tj nHkwm*^* j«i^ — *f* 

hr* _ 

»7 , 4,. 

« % - i ^ i » -vii^a >i . -^ 

, * i - tTTmTi m * 4^1 r * m»b *. 

n9 


I he 

don. but bebeves that after the 


•- • r i~ T ^ t. ^ >1*^. * ^ w -i - ■«■ t i ■ . ^wwa - 1 - > — I 

» -i^B i 

Mt > -4 { _? < I ^ ’ "‘ W! ft '.'• 

[ i * . m ; 4 - ; t » • | 

I » 3 * * J t *,' • * * ♦ * - w~ - ' - n 

fT’^^FTti i Hi Rt 

[T* " b • ; " B T| 

i Bf b ‘ i / * ■ » ^h < i B 

' J 

i* T i">j' #*'»^# R4j'-^ T rl 

1 1 _i_ > H » y * » ^ntuTlnllfiH 

‘ • ^ 1 1 * , ~* h W__ r . 'J 

| > ' y ^ H:4^4> . H * 4 • ^1 < ♦ 

■iX"'^-' »T^b^ m >’ ^ 

[ /'»fi r i;i gi . , ^'- 4 _< 4 'i.*» t -- » 

[> B * ^ i_»J 

1 1 1 1 ■ R ■* ’■ ill I 1 h V >^7— , R i tT4 1 > 1 ♦" hI 

*w 45 1 

■ i . ■ ■ ■ 1 1 b 1 1 b i j , 1 1 

ft B i<vo< 4 1 - 

7|l i T -1 ' i r 1 ; I . \ 9H M'r Till'" i i r * 


Arab countries except Egypt 
and Sudan. The JWA eon- 
tinned its work ‘with tiwfejur- 
raember general secretariat of 
the anion. 

Acc or d in g to Nahhas, the 
JWA “can accept the federa- 
tion within what is happening 
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stiB imposed on 119 west be- 
cause I haven't submitted any- 
thing for publishing; after the 
openness in the Kingdom,” 
Nahhas said. 

The writer was also detained 
several times in past years, the 
last time of which was for IS 
weeks after the unrest in the 


Jordan, Romania 
review energy ties 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Boosting 
Jordanian- Romanian coopera- 
tion in energy, oil prospecting 
and refuting were reviewed, . at a 
meeting thursday fay ‘Mmstar'of 
Energy and Mineral Resources 
Thabet Al Taher and Romania's 
Ambassador to Jordan Dznntrie 


attended by the dfrector of the 
Romanian Petroleum Comsanv 


At the meeting, winds was 


Romanian Petroleum C ompany 

and an official 'from the Natural 

Resources Authority (NRA), the 
two «fr*gs rev i e w ed operations of 
two Romanian-owned r^js work- 
ing with the NRAto drill ofl wells 
at the Wad Al Sarhan region. 


WHAT S GOING ON 


The fyllowiDg listings sit from monthly boUctmtsud 

the daily Arabic press. Readers axe a dvised to verify the listed 
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Palestinian influx worries Jordan 


By Rons Sohfaagfr 

Reuter 

AMMAN — Palestinians are 
leaving the Israeli occupied 
territories to come to Jordan in 
ffv w Hwog numbers because of 
hardships due to the two-year- 
aid uprising against Israeli 
rale, officials said Friday. 

The trend is alarming Jorda- 
nian officials who worry the 
government may hove to take 
tough measures to stop the 


“If we emigrate from our 
land who win be left there to 
fi^htf” asked leading Jorda- 
nian columnist Tareq Masar- 
wch. He said the bridges across 
the Jordan River should be 


Mohammed Edwan, head of 
the Ministry of Interior's Con- 
trol and Inspection Depart- 
ment, said last year 269,835 
people crossed from the occu- 


pied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip to Jordan while only 
262,894 people returned. 

Since jakH983 a total of 
45,594 people, from the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip had taken 
a one-way ticker to Jordan. 
Edwan said. Over half stayed 
in the Kingdom, the rest 
moved on. 

“What is even more terrible 
is that the figures of those who 
did not return home in 1989 
are almost double compared to 
those who did not in 1988,” be 
told Renters Friday. 

Masazweh in his Thursday 
column referred to a dramatic 
upsurge in Soviet Jews settling 
in the occupied territories, 
saying “each Palestinian leav- 
ing his homeland is malting 
space for an emigrating Jew.” 


space for an emigrating Jew.” 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan wanted last 
October that all bat 18,000 of 
the 200,000 Jews expected to 


leave the Soveit Union be- 
tween 1989 and 1990 would 
end up in the occupied territor- 
ies” at the expense of the 
Palestinians there, and, by ex- 
tension, at the expense of Jor- 
dan since there could be 
another exodus.” 

“Either we have a land or we 
don't... either we stay on the 
land of Palestine "or they 
(Israelis) stay,” Masarwch 
said. “Our war with Zionism is 
a battle on the land of the 
conflict itself.” 

“How come we condemn the 
right-wing Israeli “theory of 
transfer’ that is based on mov- 
ing the Palestinians into Jor- 
dan, Lebanon, Syria, Egypt... 
when we are facilitating its 
implementation?” he added. 

Israel gives West Bank and 
Gaza Strip Palestinians permits 
to travel abroad but they have 
to return usually between one 
month and three years or lose 
their residence rights. 


ACC housing ministers issue 
recommendations to boost ties 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Ministers in 
charge of housing aod reconstruc- 
tion m the four-member countries 
of the Arab Cooperation Council 
jfACC) ended a two-day meeting 
in Amman Thursday with a 
set of teccmimehdfitibfts designed 
to boost cooperation and prom- 
ote construction work. 

The recommendations were 
based on reports prepared by 
techmcal teams from each coun- 
try with proposals on the 
unification of standards and spe- 
cifications,' classification of en- 
gineering consultancy offices and 
vocational training. 

A statement that followed the 
dosing session urged that more 
attention be given to urban de- 
velopment ami homes for low- 
income groups. 


The statement urged ACC 
countries — Egypt, Iraq, Jordan 
and North Yemen — to pre- 
serve Arab and Islamic style 
architecture in the construction 
of official buildings and in the 
organisational plans of cities. 

The four states recommended 
that a specialised committee be 
set up to follow up the question of 
unifying standards and specifica- 
tions, and requeried Egypt to 
lead the group by drawing up a 
proposed plan. 

They also urged a technical 
team entrusted with tackling the 
question of classifying contractors 
and engineering consultancy 
offices to carry on with its work 
and prepare a set of principles for 
contracts and for establishing a 
data bank. 


The statement encouraged con- 
tractors to employ locally pro- 
duced building materials which 

can help provide sufficient homes 
for low income and needy people. 

The deliberations will be pre- 
sented to the ACCs upcoming 
ministerial meeting, according to 
the statement which also said that 
the ACC ministers would meet 
a gain in Baghdad in May 1990. 

Also on Thursday, the minis ters 
visited the Sahab Industrial City 
and were briefed on die project 
by Jordan Industrial Estate Cor- 
poration (JEEC) Director-Gener- 
al Fayez Suheimat. Suheimat de- 
tailed incentives given to inves- 
tors and the types of industries 
and facilities found within the 
industrial dly. 


Rain delay causes fodder crisis 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A delay in 
rainfall created a crisis in die 
•availahality of fodder ami animal 
feed to livestock breeders in the 
Kingdom but cooperation be- 
tween farmers and concerned au- 
thorities can help over-come the 
problenL, Minister of Agriculture 
Suleiman Arabiyatwas as quoted 
as saying tty Al Ra*i Arabic daily. 

Arabiyat said that the govern- 
ment had subsidised maize, bar- 
ley and bran, commodities that 
cm be bought at limited prices 


tribution of animal feed to for- 
mers is being conducted through 
25 centres operated by the Jordan 

n-.-. ---• -- a 


Arabiyat said. 

Arabiyat said that the Ministry 
of Agriculture was studying the 
advene effets of the current frost 
wave and the prospect of com- 
pensating formers for their loss. 
The nrinistty is also considering a 
proposal for introducing a system 
that can provide insurance to 
formers against crop damage re- 
sulting from natural causes. 

The nrinistiy also plans to re- 
consider the subject of agricultu- 
ral cropping patterns that had 
been applied in the country over 
the past years and will introduce 
new systems to control forming 
inputs and agricultural markets 
after consultation with repre- 


sentatives of the farmers associa- 
tion. 

‘Occupied’ crops 

Referring to agricultural crops 
from the occupied Arab territor- 
ies Arabiyat said that an arrange- 
ment had been concluded with 
formers association in the West 
Bank on marketing their crops in 
Jordan within a given timetable in 
the present season. He said that 
facili taring the sale of West Bank 
crops in Jordan and Arab coun- 
tries was bound to give further 
support for die Palestinian peo- 
ple’s struggle and boost die upris- 
ing against Israeli occupation. 


Cooperation in agriculture 
with Australia discussed 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prospects for 
promoting agricultural coopera- 
tion between Australia and Jor- 
dan were reviewed at a meeting 
here Thursday by Australian 
Ambassador Robert Bowker and 
Minister of Agriculture Suleiman 
Arabiyat. Questions related to 
exchanges of expertise in agri- 
cultural projects, pasture lands 
and fattening of sheep were dis- 
cussed at the meeting held at the 


minister’s office. 

The two sides also discussed 
the prospect of setting up a 
quarantine facility at Aqaba for 
Australian live sheep imported by 
Jordan to meet die shortage in 
lean meat on the local markets. 

Australia has been helping Jor- 
dan expand and improve its agri- 
cultural sector through technical 
assistance p rogrammes. In 1987 a 


joint venture Australia's Sagric 
International Company signed a 
contract with a local firm to con- 
tribute to the development of the 
Zarqa Basin project. Several 
Arab and foreign funds have also 
contributed to the project. The 
scheme is aimed at introducing a 
radical approach to problems of 
so3 erosion and land degradation 
in more than 83,000 hectares 
within die Zarqa catchment area. 


Symposium to encourage 
blood donation by public 


AMMAN (Petra) _ — Delegates 
from eleven countries in the east- 
ern Mediterranean region will 
gather in Amman Sunday for a 
two-day symposium on ways of 
: encouraging people to donate 
1 blood and means of preserving 
i blood for emergency use and 

operations. 

. According to Dr. Janet Miiza, 
d ir ect or of the blood bank at the 
Ministry of Health, the sympo- 


sium, whim is organised in coop- 
eration with the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), aims to 
encourage blood donation on a 
periodical basis since blood trans- 
fusion has become rate of the 
mam and most im po r tant m edical 

services for which no other substi- 
tute has yet been found. 

Apart from the delegations 
representing Arab and foreign 
countries including Jordan, sever- 


al WHO experts and specialists 
from the United Kingdom, Un- 
ited States as well as representa- 
tives of the Central Blood Bank 
in Jordan wiQ address the ses- 
sions. 

Numerous . topics related to 
blood donation procedures, 
selection of blood donors and 
incentives for people to donate 
blood will be discussed by the 
delegates, according to Mtiza. 


By Sana Atij 
Special to the Jon 


Times 


Jordan lets residents of the 
occupied areas stay for up to a 
year and will normally renew 
permits if their Israeli travel 
documents are valid. 

“Some of those who stay 
beyond their... limits might 
lose their right to return to 
their homeland and become 
displaced ” Edwan added. 

He said the uprising was a 
key factor behind the rise in 
the number of residents leav- 
ing the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

“Many Palestinians cannot 
find jobs anymore because of 
the intifada. Many fathers are 
raking their children out be- 
cause they don’t want them to 
be harmed or arrested tty the 
Israelis,” he added. 

Jordanians have expressed 
concern over recent claims by 
Israeli hardliners that the 
Kingdom could eventually 
serve as an alternative Palesti- 
nian homeland. 


House 

panel 

reviews 

economy 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The general 
economic climate in Jordan and 
the national economy in general 
were discussed at Thursday's 
meeting of the Lower House of 
Parliament's financial committee, 
according to Dr. Abdullah 
Nsoor, the committee’s 
chairman. 

He said that the meeting, 
which was attended by Minister 
of Finance Basel Jardaneh, part, 
of the House's debate on the 
Kingdom’s 1990 fiscal budget. 
Among the topics taken up at the 
committee meeting, Nsoor noted, 
were the questions of revenues 
and taxes as well as exemptions 
given to certain e/oups, tax leg- 
islations and dual taxation issues. 

He said that the committee 
would resume its meeting Sunday 
to discuss current expenditure in 
the presence of Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran before presenting 
a final report to foe House by die 
end of the coming week. 

Jardaneh presented the fiscal 
budget to Parliament last Satur- 
day, unveiling cuts on private and 
public consumption, depressing 
eipeoditizie and promising in- 
creased internal revenue along 
the lines of a structural adjust- 
ment programme agreed with the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). 

The budget allocates JD 1.105 
1 m ‘on in total expenditures with 
pit. seted revenues of JD 906.7 
mill in. 


AMMAN — A senior Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
official has welcomed the Soviet 
Union’s decision to upgrade the 
PLO status to that of an embassy 
but downplayed Moscow's deci- 
sion to upgrade ties with Israel. 

“This move is an indication 
that tile Soviet Union is dealing 
with the Palestinian people on the 
level of a state,” Farouq Al Kad- 
douxni, head of the Foreign 
Affairs Department of the PLO, 
told the Jordan Times in an inter- 
view Friday. 

The PLO saw East European 
countries' recent soft arm roach 
towards Israel, Kaddoumi said “is 

an internal affair of ‘friendly 
countries’.” He added that the 
socialist countries stand firmly in 
supporting Palestinians in their 
struggle for independence. 

“We hope these countries do 
not change their attitude regard- 
ing the Middle East conflict and 
continue their support of our 
cause in our just struggle to re- 
gain our homeland and establish 
our independent state,” Kad- 
doumi said. 

On the expected mass emigra- 
tion of Soviet Jews to Palestine, 
Kaddoumi noted that the Soviet 
Union had given the right of all 
Soviets to travel freely in accord- 
ance with the Vienna agreement 
on human rights. 

“The Soviet Union has given 
freedom to Jews and nonrJews to 
move without any restrictions. 
There are now Soviets leaving 
and returning to the USSR,” be 
noted. 

Jordan-PLO ties 

The democratic changes and 
developments taking place in the 
Kingdom enhances the existing 
good relations between Jordan 
and the FLO, according to Kad- 
doumi. Kaddoumi said that the 
relationship between Jordan and 
the PLO has always been distinc- 
tive and “on these bases, and due 
to the new changes and develop- 
ments we have been watching, we 
can say that this is a new era in 
our ’relationship and in the poli- 
tical life in Jordan.” 

He added that the PLO was 
very pleased to see this change 
take place, and “the applying of 
more democratic principles in the 
political life of Jordan would im- 
prove the whole situation and 
gives' more potential for further 
development in all aspects of 
life.” 

Kaddoumi arrived in Amman 
Wednesday and held talks with 
IBs Majesty King Hussein, Prime 
Minister Mudar Badran and 
Foreign Minister Marwan Al 


Upon his arrival, Kaddoumi 
described the U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker* five-point 
plan as a failure because it does 
not respond to PLO demands. 

Kaddoumi told the Jordan 
Times that the Baker plan does 
not deal with matter of substance. 
He said it was a plan for 
“procedural matters,” adding that 
Baker should ■ be “careful” in 
order to tackle matters of subst- 


] “The plan tackles one subject: 
j elections, and without relating 
t and linking elections with the 
process of peace. It also ignores 
the right of Palestinian* tO be 
represented correctly, which is 


the PLO — the sole and legiti- 
mate representative of the 
Palestinian people," Kaddoumi 

said. 

The Baker plan gives Che 
Israelis all guarantee and gives 
nothing ro Palestinians regarding 
representation, he said. 

The PLO official added that 
even the Israeli response to the 
Baker plan was negative. 

“Israeli Foreign Minister 
(Moshe) Arens sent a message to 
the United Nations negating the 
whole thing. And be tries to gp 
further by saying chat the PLO is 
not and will not be a partner that 
is viable for negotiations; and 
that the elections should take 
place in ‘Judea and Samaria’ as 
if he is ignoring us and ignoring 
that these are Palestinian territor- 
ies occupied by Israel,” Kad- 
doumi noted. 

Therefore, he continued, be- 
cause of Israel's obstinate stand. 
Baker has failed in his en- 
deavours 10 bring both the 
Palestinians and Israelis to the 
same negotiating table. 

Kaddoumi said that Israeli and 
American opposition against 
PLO participation does not serve 
the cause of peace, and warned 
that it would only aggravate ten- 
sion in the Middle East. 

“It might lead to more turr/.Ml 
and disturbances as a rc;ul; of 
Israel’s obstinate stand and the 
biased position of the American 
administration,*' he warned. 

Kaddoumi added that the 
biased American policy proves 
that the U.S. is not serious in 
seeking peace in this part of the 
world. 

He went on to say that despite 
the fact that an overwh^in'.ing 
majority of the U.N. member, 
have recognised the establish- 
ment of an independent Palesti- 
nian state, with embassies in 
more than 90 countries, Israel 
and the U.S. constantly impose 
their conditions. He described 
the two countries as “swimming 
against the current.” 

Kaddoumi stated that the: 
was, nevertheless, positive de- 
velopments on the European 
stand, which he said advocates 
the necessity for the convening of 
an international peace conference 
on the basis of Security Council 
resolutions, and the right of 
Palestinians to self-determina- 
tion. 

“The Europeans are ready to 
nialfg initiatives in order to seek a 
comprehensive settlement in the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. But the 
American position stands against 
any viable endeavours to do any- 
thing,” he crmn’i'cted. 

However, KaoJoum: believe-.; 
that the American and Israeli 
position may change in the near 
future “because the continuatio" 
of the Palestinian struggle i? 
squeezing the Israelis and they 
will be forced to change their 
position." j. 

The PLO official called on a 
united Arab position and said a 
unified stand would pressure the 
Israeli and American govern- 
ments. He said that more than 
financial support was needed in 
tire Palestinian struggle. 

“From the Arab World, we 
need more active political sup- 
port within the international are- 
na in order to pressure and woo 
the support of other nations to 
impose sanctions against Israel, 
ana at the same time to pressure 
the U.S. in changing its posi- 
tion," he said. 


Syria meeting studies 
ways to aid Palestinians 


DAMASCUS (Petra) — Ways to 
maintain support for Arab doc- 
tors in the Israeli-occupied terri- 
tories is one of the main topics on 
the agenda of an ongoing meeting 
in Damascus by delegates repre- 
sent doctors union in the Arab 
World. 


Dr. Hassan Khreis, secretary 
general of the Arab Doctors Fed- 
eration which is organising the 
meeting, said that arrangements 
would be made for providing 
meaninful help to the Palestinian 
physicians and medical assistance 
to the Palestinian people. 
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Arab 


Wasbingtoa, 


contmalng 
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“damoarmg for his attention. 


The main stnmNing bioc remains the roie of the PLO as 
pcredved by Israel. There is no doobt that there is a 
growing gap between the position of the U.S 
and that of Israel. The best . evidence of this is that the 
UJ 5 . is on talking terms with the FLO and Israel is not. 
What canses the Arab side, especially the Palestinian side, a 
great deal of concern is the inability or, much worse, the 
unwillingness of Washington to “make” Tel Aviv accept the 
one and only party that can negotiate on behalf of the 
Palestinian people, i.e., the FLO. If the U.S. took such a 
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peace initiative aiming for the resolution of the Palestinian 
case, it can save the world and the Middle East region much 
valuable time and shorten the time factor needed for Israel 
to reconcile itself with the inevitable and accept the PLO as a 
fall pledged negotiating partner by applying some form of 


It is the firm and unshaken view of many observers of 
the Middle East scene that Washington is indeed capable of 
defivering Israel if it only accepted jo exert the kind of 
persuasion that is necessary for this admittedly beg order. 
S0112 more straight talks from Washington could do 


wonders m rejuvenating the stalemate 
now is the time to do it. The parties 
conflict can iH afford another maior 
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JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


Al Ra'i Arabic daily Friday accused Washington of trying to wash 
its hand of the Arab-IsraeU conflict by issuing threats to the Arabs 
and the Israelis at the «an«* time to respond favourably to the 
Baker plan for a Palestrnian-Israeli tfiaJoene over the question of 
elections in the occupied territories. The paper said rhat by gi ving a 

warning that United States might be looking towards other issues 
and ignoring the Palestine problem, Washington can not ignore 
the facts in occupied Palestine. The United States has proved to 
be impotent with regard to Israel's continued intransigence and it 
realises too well that it is Israel whicfabas been procrastinating and 
refusing any peace plan from any source, said the paper. 
Washington is mistaken to assume that by washing its hands of the 
question, it will allow Israel to have total hegemony over the 
Middle East question and consolidate its bold on occupied 
territories, the paper added. Washington, the paper concluded 
should realise that the hands of the dock can not be turned back 
and the Palestinian people’s stru ggl e can never stop until the 
usurped rights and lands are returned to their lawful owners. 


A columnist in Al Ra'i daily quotes Ministry of Interior figures 
about a total of 45,594 Palestinians from the occupied territories 
who came to Jordan on a visit bat failed to ret ur n to their 
homeland, and says that there is need for all Palestinians to return 
to stand fast in the face of Israel and its colonisation moves. Tareq 
Masarweh says that all those who left their homeland should 
return, because Israel will otherwise find an excuse and fin their 
place with Jewish newcomers and settle new Zionists on Arab 
territory making it more and more difficult for Arabs to regain 
their lands. The writer says that while it must be admitted that the 


Arabs are finding it difficult to live under oppression, yet they 
must remain steadfast with help and su p port f ro m Arab countries 
and keep their factories, farms and schools open so that Arab 
rights can be safeguarded. He says that the conflict in Palestine is 
one of destiny, and the Arabs ought to offer sacrifice and help the 
Palestinian people hold on to their lands and their rights. 


Al Dnstour daily on Friday welcomed the Soviet initiative to bring 
about peace between Iraq and Iran and end the stalemate in the 
Gulf following the ceasefire brought about by U-N. Security 
council Reso lutio n 598. The paper said that the Sovier mediation 
demonstrates Moscow's dynamism and its determination to help 
end the regional conflict, thus ending an American monopoly or 
hegemony over regional issues around the world. Should the 
Soviets succeed in their mission, the way wffl be open for Soviet 
diplomacy to resolve other issues at a time when the United States 
influence is retreating in many part of the world, the paper noted. 
Washington's influence is particularly retreating in the Middle 
East region where it has faded ro bring pressure to bear on Israel 
to accept the call of peace and open a dialogue with the PLO, the 
paper pointed out. For this reason it said the whole world is 
watching with deep interest the Soviet initiative and considering 
it, as a major diplomatic contribution towards enhancing world 


Why Third World is uneasy 



ALTHOUGH European Camr 
m uni ty EC officials insist that 
such fears are groundless, its 
Third World partners remain 
concerned over the effect the 
cbanges in Eastern Europe will 
have on' the relationship. 

This is despite the fact that the 
J13 billion aid package being 
offered under the Fourth Lome 
Convention represents an almost 
50 pear coot increase on that pro- 
vided under the current accord. 
This expires in February. 

Nevertheless, an unease per- 
sists among the 66 African, 
Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) 
countries who benefit from the 
trade and aid provisions of the 
Lome agreements. These are the 
most comprehensive of the links 
♦hat the 12-nation EC has estab- 
lished with well over 100 other 


What the ACPs, as they are 
known, fear is that the need to 


resuscitate the moribund econo- 
mies of Eastern Europe will 
prove such a competing daim on 
the Community’s resources that 
they will be disadvantaged. 

Joshua Ihora, Nigeria’s ambas- 
sador in Brussels, where the EC 
has its headquarters, summed up 
these apprehensions. He is 
quoted as saying that while the 
historic bonds between a divided 
Europe were understood, the 
latest Lome aid offer represented 
the smallest percentage increase. 

On a per cap i ta basis, be 
added, the package so far offered 
to Hungary and Poland were 
appreciably greater. This re- 
flected the feeling in ACP capit- 
als that they would have to bear 
some of the cost of a dis as tro us 
political experiment. 

While Ihora was voicing the 
ACT'S “real concern,* 7 the latest 
summit of the nndeus of an Afri- 


can Common Market was provid- 
ing some grounds for optimism. 
The Preferential Trade Area 
(PTA) formed in 1981, nowbas 
18 member-countries drawn from 
eastern and southern Africa. 

The latest recruits are Sudan 
and Zaire, while Namibia is ex- 
pected to join after bec oming 
independent in about six months’ 


It is hoped that by the end of 
the century the PTA and the 
16-member Economic Commun- 
ity of West African States (ECO- 
WAS) will come together to form 
a continent-wide common mar- 
ket. This would be the realisation 
of a long-standing dream among 
African political leaders. 

At the PTA's latest heads of 
state meeting, staged in Nairobi, 
“significant” progress was re- 
peated in the grouping’s integra- 
tion plans. Tms programme in- 
dudes the gradual reduction of 


♦anBii as well as otber trade bar- 
riers between members, the crea- 
tion of a monetary union and 
specialisation in. industrial and 
ft p, M-jil fural production. 

As one of the delagates told the. 
marring , the PTA should be part 
of Africa’s answer to the Europe 
of post-1992 (when the EC is 
scheduled to become a single 
market). 

He added: “As the European 
Community is tnrnfng more and 
more on itself and on Eastern 
Europe, we must expect less and 
less in European funds, for Afri- 
ca’s development. Therefore, we 
must turn to integration for our 
economic survival.” • 


As a potential free trade zone 
extending from Sudan in the 
north to Swaziland in the south, 
the PTA already covers more 
♦hsm half of sub-Saharan Africa 
— Lion Features. 


Peking warning raises questions 
about Bush China policy 


By Deborah Zabarextko 

Renter 

% 

WASHINGTON — Threats from 
Peking of retaliation feu 'U.S. 
support of Chinese students 
raises new questions about Presi- 
dent George Bash’s policy of 
secret diplomacy with China after 
the Tiananmen Square mag ga rr w- 
The White House says high- 
level U.S. missions to Peking last 
July and December helped ease 
tensions between the two coun- 
tries, but one Bosh official re- 
fused to specify what the Chinese 
have done to show a turn towards 
democracy. 


Adviser Brent Scowcroft sent the 
wrong signal and were taken by 
the Chin ese as tadt approval for 
their actions, no matter what 
critical comments were made. 

“High profile trips cany a teni- 
ble symbolism... I am very doubt- 
fnl that the Chinese wffl make 
that kind of trip justified,” for- 
mer U.S. Ambassador to China 
Winston Lord said. 

There was widespread public 
criticism of Bush when the secret 
visits — undertaken in spite of a 
ban on high-level contacts with 
China — were made public in 


Moreover, a poMf 
last weekthat China 


fished threat 
a will strike 


Bush's p ro mi se to let Chinese 
students rem ain here if they fear 
persecution at home did little to 
case hopes of reforms in China. 

Some foreign policy analysts 
believe the two secret visits by 
White House National Security 


Secretary of State Janies Baker 
drew more fire for denying in a 
television interview that the July 
trip had occurred. 

Lord, who left his Peking post 


last April, said the Chinese gov- 
ernment would likely make only 
cosmetic moves towards demo - 
cracy in light of the Bash adminis- 
tratam's tepid responses to last 


June’s Tiananmen Square mas- 
sacre of pzo-democracy demon- 
strators try government troops. 

Bush imposed, sanctions on 
China to protest the crackdown, 
but later lifted curbs on U.S. 
export-import bank crecfits to 
China and on the launching of 
U.S.-built satellites by Felting, 
moves which prompted accusa- 
tions of ’“kowtowing”' to China. 

For the part, the Chines e have 
made some conciliatory gestures, 
allowing the replacement of a 
correspondent of the U.S. gov- 
ernment-funded -Voice of Amer- 
ica (VOA) radio who was expel- 
led after the massacre. 

There are also rumours in 
Washington that the two coon- 
tries are nesting resolution of the 
case of Chinese dissident Fang 
Lizhi, who took refuge in the 
U.S. embassy after the massacre. 

But a State Department official 
who deefined to be named dis- 
counted the significance of a set- 


a 

tiement in the Fang case, te flmg 
reporters Thursday: “A much 
greater concern to die United 
States is a set of human rights- 
related issues... affectig how 
stndnets are treated.” 

The treatment of Chinese stu- 
dents has focused congressional 
cri ticism on Bush, who vetoed a 
bill to allow ail Chinese students 
to remain in the United States 
after their visas expire. The presi- 
dent, however, promised to grant 
visa extensions to students who 
fear persecution if they retain 
home. 

The response from Peking was 

nnrrtmnmnikintf 

“The United States has 
violated a Sino-U.S. agreement 
on educational exchanges, and 
grossly interfered in our internal 
affairs,” China’s- education chief 
Li Tleying said in a policy speech 
published last Wednesday. 

“We will be forced to take 
necessary action (against the U.S. 
policy) at the appropri ate time.” 


African leaders still seek 

elusive Angolan peace , , 


By John Morrison 
Renter 

LUANDA — African tenders axe 
redoubling their efforts to bring 
peace to war-weaiy Angola, but 
each time they try to move for- 
ward their goal seems to slip 
further oat of reach. 

The latest bid to find an “Afri- 
can solution” to one of the conti- 
nent’s longest and bloodiest con- 
flicts was doe to begin Wednes- 
day with a summit rtf eight Afri- 
can heads of state in the Angolan 
capital. 

But only 36 boms before the 
start, die meeting was vetoed by 
Zairean President Mobutu Sese 
Seko who let it be known he was 
too busy to attend amid fresh 
signs of disagreements with 
Angola’s Marxto authorities. 

No new date has been fixed for 
the summit, which had already 
been postponed several times. 

It would not be the first time 
Mobutu has used the tactic of the 
“empty chair,” perfected by the 
late French leader Charles de 
Gaulle, to remind others not to 
take him for granted. 

Despite Mobuto’s denials, 
Zaire is thought to be the mam 
channel for UJS. aid worth an 
estimated S5G million each year 
to National Union for the Total 


Independence of Angola (UN- 
ITA) rebels. 

This ataefe makes trim one of 
the key broken in the efforts to 
end the 15-year-old war, a rale 
formalised m his mediation be- 
tween Angolan President Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos and rebel 
leader Jonas Savimbi. 

The Zairean president, using a 
m i xture of gnfle and bluff, began 
the peace negotiations with a 
spectacular coup last June when 
be persuaded the two men to 
meet and shake hands in his 
palace of Gbadofite in front of a 
host of African leaders. 

But the verbal agreement col- 
lapsed within weeks and Savimbi 
angrily disowned the ter ms he 
was supposed to have accepted at- 
Gbadofite. 

Since then fighting in southern 
Angola has intensi fied and six 
months of diplomatic manoeuvr- 
ing seems only to have driven the 
two sides further apart. 

They now seem to be wary not 
only of each other but also of 
Mobutu. 

Dos Santos spoke for the first 
time in a Portuguese television 


passe” in the talks, a word pre- 
viously avoided by tire Angolans. 
For his part, Savimbi described 


a new peace formula offered by 
Dos Santos on Dec. 30 as a step 
backwards. 

The eight heads of state met 
last August and September with- 
out Savimbi, fining up behind the 
Official Angolan version of what 
was agreed in Gbadofite. 

The most controversial ele- 
ments of this package were that 
Savimbi should withdraw from 
politics for an unspecified period 
and integrate bis pro-Western 
guerrillas into the government, 
political and militaxy system. 

In recent weeks Dos Santos has 
dropped tbe demand that Savim- 
bi should withdraw, saying there 
are “other possibilities'’ for him. 

But he has flatly ruled out 
UNTTA’s demand for free elec- 
tions and a multi-party system. 

There has been further friction 
between Angola and Zaire over 
cease-fire proposals by Mobutu 
believed to involve the stationing 
in Angola of troops from other 
African countries. 

These proposals have been 
accepted by UNITA but rejected 
by the Angolans as in breach of 
their sovereignty. 

A call by Dos Santos in his 
television interview for the meet- 
ing to clarify and redefine his role 
as mediator may have made 


Mobuto decide to poll out of the 

T jianrfg B n mm i t. 

The so-called group of eight 
consists of Angola, Zaire, Congo, 
Gabon, Mozambique, Sao Tome 
and Principe, Zambia and Zim- 
babwe. 

The African presidents, all of 
them with one-party states of 
their own to protect, are expected 
to stand behind Dee Santas in 
opposing UNITA's demand for a 
multi-party system as “un- 


But Savimbi ’s slogan of free 
elections is topical, coming soon 
after the success of neighbouring 
Namibia’s election under U.N. 
supervision. 

It also coincides with the shock 
waves running through Africa 
from events in Eastern Europe 
where erne-party rule has hugely 
been discredited as a political 


Dos Santos says ins country, 
potentially one of the richest in 
Africa but now one of the 
poorest, is too backward to hold 
multi-party elections “at this his- 
torical stage.” 

Tnstffaid he has promised a 
“democratic opening'* to other 
social forces outside the ruling 
party and said that independent 
candidates could stand m elec- 
tions. 


Afghanistan 


ten years on 


TEN YEARS after Soviet air- 
borne troops landed in Kabul and 
deposed President Hafiznllah 
Amin, a settlement of Afghanis, 
tan’s political crisis seems to be as 
far off as ever. Although tbe last 
Soviet units left the country in 
mid-Februaiy, fighting between 
the Moscow-backed People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) govern- 
ment and its Mujahideen oppo- 


Becaose the long years of war 
and foreign occupation have 
a gg ravated the divisions of 
Afghanistan's traditionally loose- 
knit society, the opposition par- 
ties face a bard task in creatine a 


1989, am 
fled their 
million re 


en January and July 
other 100,000 Afghans 
r homes to join the five 
efhgees already firing in 
Pakistan and Iran. 


The accord signed in April. 
1988, by tire Soviet Union the 
United States, Pakistan and 
Afghanistan provided for with- 
drawal of Soviet forces, and cal- 
led for an end to hostilities. But it 


did not offer a means for peaceful 
transition from the Kabul govern- 
ment rule to a government 
acceptable to the whole of tbe 
Afghan people. 

The Mujahideen guerrillas 
were nut a party to the accord 
and stiQ refuse to be bound by it 


ties face a hard task m creating a 
unified political oigamsation. But 
they are unanimous' in rejecting 
any role in a future Afghan gov- 
ernment for President Najibullah 
and other senior PDP figures who 
owe *heir power to toe Soviet 
i n terv en tion. 

They stress, however, that 
other individuals in the Kabul 
administration not directly re- 
sponsible for tbe POP's harsh 
mle could be acceptable partners. 

Massive Soviet military and 
economic aid, and poor co- 
ordination among tbe guerrilla 
grou ps, has enabled the PDP to 
bold on to Kabul and other major 
towns. White offering to negoti- 
ate with the Mujahideen, Na- 
ji boU ah has also continued to 
in s ist, with Moscow’s approval, 
that a solution to the conflict 
must be based on “the PDP, tbe 
present regime and the existing 
system.” 


Few Afghans have been per- 
suaded by Najibullah’s terms for 
“national reconciliation.” His 
brutal record as child of the reg- 
ime's secret police, known as 
KHAD, is not forgotten. 

An official admission in 
November that 11,000 political 
det aine es died at KHAD’s h««dk 
in 1978-79, just before Najibullah 
b eca m e its bead, has been seen as 
an attempt to distance him from 
the PUP’S earlier excesses. No 
figures for KHAD’s victims in 
fater years have been released, 
tint they are believed to be even 
higher. 


memocis ana nffiriaK of 
tire regime continue to defect to 
the opposition parties. 

In August the bead of NaiibuJ-' 
|an s personal security staff, Ma- 
jor-General Mohammed Farouq 
Zanf, went over to the Hizb-I- 
wfann group. Other recent detec- 
tors have included a former 
““aster of dvfl aviation, Pacha- 
gul Wafadar, who arrived in 
Pakistan early this month. 

- Soviet Union shows no 

agn of modifying its support for 


the PDFs to a dominant 
role in any new A fghan govern- 
ment, in contrast to Moscow’s 
endorsement of radical change 
in Communist states in Eastern 
Europe. 

Military supplies to tbe g«hni 
regime, inducting heavy SCUD 
ground-to-ground missiles, are 
reportedly miming at tire rate of 
$250 million to $300 million a 
month. 

T teaming from their «**««*« 
earlier tins year, especially the 
failure of a full-scale assault an 
J a l a labad, the Mujahideen are 
now expected to look to a longer- 
term strategy of gradually tight - 
cuing tireir pressure on tbe regim- 
e’s supply lines and the provincial 
towns before ta ming their atten- 
tion to tbe heavily-defended 


Meanwhile, they control over 
60 per cent of the countryside and 
in some areas are already creating 

a new civil administration and 

helping the population to rebuild 
then-fives. 

In five northern provinces con- 
trolled by the guerrilla comman- 
der, Ahmad Shah Massound, loo- 
al shuras, or councils, are revrv* 



/ hope at feast now you will stop defending comn 
and admit that only capitalist can give a decent, 
living to the people! 


Politics of foreign 
aid changing with 

events in E. Europe 


By Waiter R. Means 


WASHINGTON — Foreign aid 
often has been a political 
headache for the president and 
U.S. Congress because the red- 
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aux EtaarUms, cn RFA aion qn'ca 
France. Od nous n^ockms ac tncfl c- 
aieat avec Ic dgccteor de Pufimon 

Four “Zara**, com me poor 
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Utt 

la »"*«»«« aspinuioDS quo daw le 
pfrf- fsare du jouraafinne efinves- 
fa t ka et un vni travail de profe*- 
doii^*, offin ac Osama el-Sbertf, 
dtneteur de h ptddkatioii et de la 
rtdacdoa du «Star*. Le ioumol re- 


al tre la 


tt£ 6conomique» l as s ur e ce 
«On a mnoi ft I’dpoque da 
Saanckres, alon qu'en cinq ; 


de 50.000 doom ft 5.000 ft pcioe» 


nul 
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MM thermal a knS. 


"Uson,” 1’ Europe, I*.\nkriquc et, 
dans uoc motndre meswc, 1'Asic 
cowtitueat ks marches ft eosquhit. 
“La Jordanian ermeu souvem que 
ks pmdmfs ieoportis soot de mat* 
kurc qualik”. otiine La m a Abbasi. 
dont u sockk a dbotsi dam un 
premier temps de ne pas comoer* 
etahser sa masques de boue noire 
dans k royaume. 

“La population ia est majorilaire- 
roent jmuvtc. La Camilla disposes! 
raremeat d'nne baignoire. Enfin, ks 
gens se disent qu’ib peuvem uwjours 
aOer se baigner dans la mer Morte”, 
expHquc pour sa pan Nabfl Hassan. 
qtu a empoc h d 150.000 dollars en 
1989, en exponant 75% ft 80% de sa 
production vers ks pays du Golfe, 
i’Anglctcrrc Vludsc et le Japou. 


SI ks deux exttreprisa se uurneni 
proqu’exdusiveinest vets rCtranger. 
oil eiles espdreiit profiler de la 
imputation des prodtna isra£Ueos 
commercialisms depths one vmguine 
(Tannecs. d’antres souhaitent anirer 
ks tourism sur les rivages de t> mer 
Morte. 

Ainsi du doctcur Sameh Kadri 
Yousef. Proprietaire d'un cabinet 
medical ft Djcbet Amman, il rfrwe de 
sc lanocr daw le coumme cfaermal. 
Un projet qu'fl a cepcodam bien du 
mal ft rftahser. A son ret our en 
Jordank en 1980, apris us stjour de 
23 ans en RFA, il avail propose aux 
auloriks de bAtir une uiniaoc. une 











matsoa de eoavakseenoe en an btel. 
Ricn moms. 

eofltait fdnskurs mdlsons de 
diilsi de repoqoe, recoonait-fl, mats 
c’dtair rentshfc et i’avaas Vessuraoce 
d'uo finanoemest ft 30% an mains par 
une frypyk onefl-alkmiade*. Le 
sxatnt de zone festibbe dn she, 
mais «mom k monopok de I’APC 
emli mimt sdU» lui SOO 6dSCC. 

Le Dr Yousef esp^rr I'efiEaoer avec 
tzn nouveau pro jet, qni sembk oette 
foa ea bonne vaie. <Tai demand^ au 
minister? du Tourisme k droit de 
coujgruiFC une cfauque de traj tem e n t 
sans pension, dotfte dc deux piscines 
(Teas de mer el d*un bassm d*eau 
douce, avec un front de mer d'un 
kilometre.* 

Son Me: s’BJOQO aux grands 
bbteb d* Amman pour l'accueil da 
«couristes-paneins* et orgauser da 
nave ties matin et star mure la cxpitaic 
er la mer Morte. «J’ai dCjft obienu 
I' accord de I'APC et k Plaza, Ilnier- 
eontinental, fc Marion... soot prits ft 
me faire da Larifs prtffientieb, en 
edxzrwr dc ceue dkntftk*. assure-t- 
il. 

Clientele Ctrang^re. qu'il estime 
d’orcs et dtjft ft au moms 500 person- 
lies par an. «Ouand ks gens sauront 
qu'en x baigtsam shnpkmau dans la 
mer Morte et avec un traiicmem ft la 
boue noire, on soigne en deux 
semaines des malvtics de peau qu’on 
trahe en un an en Europe. Qs vien- 
drout*. On appelk qa une bonne pub. 

Akin Reaoa. 


Nouveau 

Cours 
de frangais 
pour enfknts 


Suite aux demanda eonsianta 
de parents d*dkves, k Centre cul- 
ture! frangais (CCF) a d£dd6 
d’inaugnrer ft partir de lundi 
procham et jusqu'an 20 man un 
corns de langue oestinC aux enfants 
de 8 ft 14 ans. Un projet, anqud 
s’est assocke la- nouvdk 6cok 
frangaise d’ Amman, en pr&tant sa 


de ifeok. dfsonnais instauee ft 
Abdoon prts du sooCme cerde. «Si 
ks demanda scat nombreusa, 
d'amres corns pourront 4trc oigan- 
is£s», ajoute-t-fl. 

m 

Iniriateur de projtt, k CCF 
propose one m&hode d’enseigDe- 
ment aocSonrisoeDe, dqmvalente ft 
eelle utUisde pour les cours 
d’adulto. «Nous avous demamk 
Paide de rftcok franqaix paroc 
que nous manqnous de place id. 


Coon dc fiMUQMis poor enfants, dn 15 


cut amnnd qu’une de x* patromDa avart m£ dans r^jrts-midi un smdat 
jordankn dans k nerd d'Israel. Deux incidents s’^taknt produits \endredi sur 
la tigne de cessez-k-feu entre ks deux pays. 

Fjqrfade. Yasser Arafat a Cvoquft mardi an Cairo la perspective d’unc 
escalade de nmtfKia, af&mant que k soukvement pakstuuen atteindrait le 
slide de la “erftve gtoiraBsic”. puis celui de la “(ksobfissaDce civile totale". 
S’exprimantft la tnbune de beonfftrence da txuvaiUeuR de Palestine, lc chef 
de I OLP a part aiDeuis invuf “ks peoples arabes ft souienir I'lntifada,” 
cstimam que “Si k seamen nc provknt pas da rt union- <u somme t, il doit 
provenir des peuples”. 

Dklogec. Lc maire de Tel Aviv, Shlomo Lahat, qui appanieot au pani 
Ukov3, (droite) du premier ministre YTtahafc Shamir, s'est declare fundi en 
fxveur de negotiations entire Uroei et I'OLP daw une dftclaratioo pubJke par 
k journal “Jerusalem Post**. “Je suis favorable ft on dialogue avec I’OLP. Jc 
k ds sans Equivoque: je suis pour parier avec quioanque pent faire avaneer la 
paix. y compris Yasser Arafat hii-mftme”. a-t-il affixing, ajoutam que “parier 
avec I'OLP n'est pas m but mais un moyen de parvenir ft la paix”. M. Lahat. 
qui avail d£jA 6l6 rappelft ft l'ordre dans le passd pour s'fttre oil en faveur d'un 
cxm^mociis territorial, a estime que “M. Shamir parfera eo fin de compte avec 
I'OIJP" et qu'il n’y avait “pas d 'alternative”; 

1 Jtnank. Mikhail Gortnichev acfaftve aujourdlmi une “visile de travail” de 
trois jours en Lftsanie, oh il a examine la situation crftfte par la proclamation 
d’uKkp en danoc du Parti commimisre local ft I'ftgard de Moscou, cn dftcembre 
dernier. Le nunkro un du Kremlin, qui doit s’exprimcr oe samedi devant le 
Comstft central du PC btuanien, a entrepris ce voyage pour tenter d'obrenir de 
ses dirigcaots qu*fls rcnoocent ft kun vdlrilfc d’ind^pendance. VdkitiSs, qui 
pouronent s£neusement roenaoer I’unitft de I’URSa. 

Romnank. Le ministre fraocats da Affaires £trangftres a quht£ Bucarest 
bier ft Tissue d'uoe viszte offitieQc de beares, la premiftxe d'un chef de 
diplomatic oeckentak depuis k reuvenemem de Nicofac Ceausescu. Roland 
Dumas, qui s'est emretenu avec son bumeftogue roumain ainsi qu'avec le 


roumain". M. Dumas fttait accompagne par k ministre franQais de T Agricul- 
ture. qui avail aunooch mardi ft Paris Tattribuuon (Tune aide alimcntaire 
d’urgence de 5 miUkjcs de franc* (soit prts de 900.000 dollars) ft la Rooxnanie. 

Dftoeptioa. La Etats-Uais se sont dfdarfts dd^us meraredit par la rtouver- 
ture dc Tambassade de France en Afghanistan. “Bien que ks Frangais aient 
dit que ceue decision n' avait pas de signification politique, elk est t&cevante 
parce que k gouveroement ilkgitime de Kahoul la pr£sentera cotnme une 
manifestation de soutien", a estink la porte-paitfte du depart ement d'Etat, 
Margaret TurwUer. 


Skk. L'un da prindpaux sp6dalistes du sida en France, k professeur Willy 
Rozenbaum, estime eptre “75.000 el 250.000 k sombre de personnes chez 
ksqucOes la maladic se ckdarexa” au cours de la d&ennie ft venir dans 
l’Hexagoae. Dans une mtervkw, publkc mercredi par un quotidien regional, 
il a affirnk sur un ton alanniste que “le pire est encore ft venir”. Le nombre 
de cas recens4s k pays par T Organisation mondiak de la Sank (OMS) 
s'ftkve actuelkmeni ft 8.U25. 

Angofate. Une ageace de voyage skalienne propox depuis pen ft sa clients 
da week-ends de frissons et a'angoisse, au cours desquels ks vacanders 
doivent d£convrir T auteur d'un crime fitetke, interprft£ pour eux par un 
groupe de cookdiens. Mon tan t du sdjour 140 dollars. L'agence “Gattopar- 
do" s'dtaii ddjft illuscrdc dans le passd en inaugurant ks visita da 
“dmetiftres” de la mafia et la “rouxnfte” da villages de sa chefs aciliens. 


L’AFFICHE 

■ 
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Festival Depardieu. Le cadre cnhnrei 
ftanp ds prfxate tout ib long da mob 
uae sftrie de flhns dost 1'actear ftan- 
$ab Gdrard Depardieu est PhitqKftie 
p rfadpa L Mmalnet 

Rive droite, rive gauche, de Philip- 
pe Labro, avec Nathalie Baye et 
Carole Bouquet (1984). Un jeune a 
brillant avocat x retro uve m«4 ft de 
sombros affaires, tant profiesaonnel- 
ks que sentimestaks... 


2M0 (cn bnpb, woc-ttet n arabe). . 

La Bunba, de Lois Valdezy'avec 
Esal Monks, Rosana de Soto et 
Elizabeth Pena. Fin da annfta 50: 
rara sont ks adolescents amfttfcains 


Land I* Evil dead; Dirty dancing; Call 
me; Purple ruse of Cairo; Gothics. 
Ma id i lfc Out bade vampires; On danger- 
ous ground: Apology; Children of Lesser 
God; Colours. 

Mercredi 17: Chrystal heart; Square dance; 
Th>ubfe in mind: Hidden fear; Heart beat. 
JcadK 18: No maty; Invaders from Mars; 
The world, according to Garp. Salvador; 
Some kind of wonder. 

VeadraU 19: When Harry met Sally; Crasy 
Cor you; Unsettled land; Made to order. 


Films en n 
Saute de I’m 
anrfes TTOtd 


fl: 603901. 
de, ft drop: 

pfnBRsT I 


qm ne revent pas de demur one star 
au rode *n’ roIL La chance somit ft 
qoelqua uns, td Riuhie. A 17 ans, 3 
x retzouve vedette... 

Cenm amfricafu, Jmfi IS Janvier ft I9fa0* 
(en anglais). 


Jules et Jim, de Francois TrufEam, 
avec Oscar Werner, Jeanne Moreau, 
Henri Serre et Marie Dubois. Jules et 
Jim sont amoureux de la mfanc fem- 
me. Le premier finh cependant par 
Tdpouser et part avec efie ea An- 
triche. Ouand Jim, la guerre tenni- 
n£e, retrouve le coupk, il k trouve 
dfefairi. Sa passion tvoaii... 

CuSil odbrd royal, Jcudi IS Jauvicr ft 


Andrft Mafamax. Dans le cadre des 
ctkb rations du centenairc de la 
naissancc du gftkral de Gaulk, k 
directeur du Centre culrarel frapqais 
fvoque ritmdiaire politique et littdr- 
aire de Tun de sa prindpaux fidftks: 
Andrf Malraux. 

Centre aritard ftopb, u wn d 17 Jan- 
vkr ft 1AM (a topis). 


Po£sk. Petit panorama -de la podsie 
frangaise et francophone, oh se 
cAtoient 30 auteurs. Da grands coo- 
tempo rains (Cdsaire, Michaux, 
Ponge, Tardieu...) aux plus j cones, 
encore mdoonnus. 

Centre cnbnrel franads. du dfaumdie 14 nu 


croe-dub. Sdanca ft UhOO, 15h00, 
17h00, 18h30 «20h00. Nouveau film, 
k lundi ft 20b00. Projection pour ks 
jeunes, k jcudi ft 151)00. 

SumriH 13: Swum to stknec; Picnic at the 
Hanging rode; Witness; My stepmo th er is 
■n a&en; Out of season. 


Quintette. Le quintette allemand ft 
vents Anninius de Tacaddmie de 
musique Detmold interprite da 
oeuvres de Mozart, Dana, Rossin; et 
Ligeti. 

Goitre calami royal, manfl 16 Jauvicr ft 




loisir cfaller loin dans rilfnwon Tom: 
poftte devnit avoir one grande ad- 
ture poor raider ft pknger dans Rmi- 
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Air 


AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

Abdd Hamid Sharaf Street 


P.O. Box 7806 
. Amman. Jordan 
Td. 604676, 604696 



The fat & best 
Cbfate Restaunnt 
fnJonfao 

IstCirde. Mid Amman, near 
AhtiyyahGMs School 


Open daily I2.‘0d’3:30 
pjo. 

6:3Q-Midnight 



CROWN 

INT’L EST. 

packing), shipping, 
forwarding, storaglng. 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 


ftgwii* a a qws 

Teh It MM. I 


. P.O. But 

AftMiAN 


qvariw world 



MANDARIN 

Chineseflsstaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Qmese Flaming pot is available 


Y • 

dli * <6 


Open daily mO -i 5-30 
18:00-23:30 - 

■ 

Wadi Saetta Road - near Traffic 

Bridge 

Airman, Jordan 

. Tel; 681922 


EVERY 

DAY 



PEOPLE WHO NEEV 


CLEANING 

SERVICES 

CALL US! 





Kll Electrolux | 


P.O.Box 925220 AMMAN 


Tel. 604671 


r CHEN'S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Btrbtqu* for 
Lunch Friday only 

Teh 918214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

v 6:30- Midnight y 


STUDIO HAIG 

I 

^ S 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicfc 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 



Shtnebani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 



Same Day Service 
for all E6 films at 

Salbashian 

Trading Co. 

. Wadi Saqra sir. 

Nexf to Petra Bank 
Headquarters 

Tel : 633418 



LI 11.4 2nd. 
foirdu 

Jcbul Amman 
Tel: 654205 


1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

LUNCH ft DINNER 

litlli tilt 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 1230- 3£0 pm 
7.30-11,30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Ibwaids 3rd circle 


Te!;6595l9 659S20 


RENT 


DD ADD 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area 


CALL SOHA 

Rental Dept 687821/22 


MOVING ? 


Let Aramex Air Cargo 
take care of the works, 

Door to Door, 


Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508 


Timm 


AJPCAMO 





































Egypt’s new dollar 
bonds sell slowly 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt has sold only 11 per cent Of Aziz ad the bankingsecto 
new dollar bonds issued in November, bnt ™ 

optimistic they would evsitoslly nnd buy ers m m people want to run the fo 
create' a new m«fa>i market, a senior Egyptian e x chan ge risk of borrown 

banker has said. . .. 


Mahmoud Abdul Aziz, deputy 
ffhat mian of the National Bank of 
' said about $50 million 
worth of bonds had been sold out 
of a total $450 miitinn available 
for subscription. 

He told Renters Egypt was 
keen fo test the market and wait 
for individual buyers, rather than 
persuade big public sector banks 
to buy up foe bonds. 

*740 public banks will go in and 
buy bonds. We want to leave 
room. It is a challenge to create a 
new market... it is a new concept 
iu foe creation of a capital market 
To create a capital market takes 
time,” he said. 

The state-run National Investme- 
nt Bank is offering the 1 0-yea r 
bonds to Egyptian and non-Egyptian 
investors with an issue price of 
100 per cent and an interest rate 
of 0.5 per cent over LIBOR 
(London Inter Bank Offered 


Rate). 

The {dan is designed to channel 
savings, particularly of Egyptians 
working abroad, into investment 
in the country. 

Aziz, a member of the commit- 
foe responsible for the bonds, 
money raised from foe bonds 
would be used to finance projeds 
which would generate foreign 
currency, like those in foe export 
sector and tourism. 

It was the first time since 1951 
that bonds have been issued in 
Egypt for anything other than to 
raise government funds. 

The government is near-bhnk- 


money to meet essential 
payments, let alone make new 
investments, foreign experts say. 
Bnt there is stiQ a lot of money 
around, which is failing fo get 
channelled through into invest- 
ment. 


Squid in dollars with about $12 
billion held on deposit, but few 
people want to run the foreign 
exchange risk of borrowing in 
dollars. 

The doallar bond issue would 
mop up surplus dollars. People 
starting new projects could also 
use the bonds as a guarantee to 
borrow in Egyptian pounds. 

Aziz said most bonds sales so 
far had been made locally. 

Egypt was also marketing foe 
bonds m Golf Arab states, hoping 
to attract savings of Egyptians 
working there along with local 
investors. 

The bonds are exempt from 
any current or future taxes, and 
ran be traded on the Cairo stock 
exchange after one year. 

Aziz said they offered higher 
interest rates and greater flexibil- 
ity than other instruments on the 


TrrTf i rr» " 


rate is about Vfe or 1/16 per cent 
below LIBOR. 

* The bonds are guaranteed by 
the Central Bank of Egypt, with 
interest fo be paid every six 
months. 


per 


Coffee price declines 
to new 14-year low 


LONDON (AP) — A glut of 
coffee sent foe market price 
plunging to a 14-year low in 
London trading, and dealers said 
they expected it to fall more. 

Coffee for March delivery 
slumped to £612(neariy $1,010) a 
tonne Thursday, £20 ($33) below 
the previous 14-year low touched 
late last month and £27 ($44.55) 
down from Wednesday’s closing 
level. 

The big consumers were hold- 
ing off buying, according to 
analysts at coffee trades E.D. and 
F. Man. 

“It’s the well-known story of 
too. much coffee and doubts that 
foe market’s safety net can be 
restored quickly,” one analyst 
said. 

‘The longer-term view is even 
more perssnmstic, with expected 
good crops from April Onward 
from Indonesia and Brazil and 


the continuous offer of coffee 
from West Africa,” he said. 

The London market trades in 
Robnsta-type coffee, which is tra- 
ditionally cheaper than the higher 
quality Arabica variety grown 
throughout Latin America. 

Arabica prices are also de- 
pressed, bnt remain above their 
14-year lows touched last 
October. 

Both markets plunged then, 
following the decision of the 74- 
nation International Coffee 
Organisation in July to abandon 
its market-support role inde- 
finitely. Its safety-set for prices of 
export quotas was suspended. 

Supplies of Arabicas have been 
tightened by recent frosts in Mex- 
ico’s coffee-growing region and 
the decision of Central American 
producers to keep 15 per cent of 
their current crop off the market 
to help stabilise p ri c es, traders 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Thursday, January 11, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound S tating 


Swiss franc 


Bay SeB 

650.0 656.0 
1079-5 10903 
384.4 m2 
427-5 43LS 


French franc 113.0 114.1 

Japanese yen (for 100) 447 3 451.8 
Dutch guilder 1 340.8 344.2 

Swedish crown 105.6 106.7 

Italian lira (far 100) 51.6 52.1 

Belgian franc (for 10) 184.8 186.6 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

■ 

LONDON (R) — Following are tbe buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 

■ 

One Sterling 

1.6615/25 

U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 

1.1565/75 

Canadian dollar 


1.6840t47 

Deutschemarks 


1.8985/95 

Dutch guilders 


13053/45 

Swiss francs 


35.27/31 

Belgian francs 


5.7300/50 

French francs 


1254/1255 

Italian lire 

" 

14530/40 

Japanese yen 


6.1325/75 

Swedish crowns 


63000/50 

Norwegian crowns 


6.5225/75 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

413.60/414.00 

U.S. dollars 


There are also delays fo ship- 
ments of Arabicas from Col- 
ombia, El Salvador and Nicar- 
agua and prospects of a w orse 
than expected Brazilian Arabica 
crop, according to Mm. 

Brazil gro ws mainly Arabicas, 
but also Robustas. 

Informal consultations among 
producing and ronamiing coun- 
tries on restoring the coffee orga- 
nisation’s quota system have so 
far made little progr ess , accord- 
ing to experts at West German 
coffee specialists F.O.' Licht. 

Producer and consuiner offi- 
cials said Thursday they expected 
no breakthrough on the issue when 
the two sides -meet in London 
Jan. 16-17- for what promisesto- 
be a routine meeting of the coffee 
organisation’s 16-nation execu- 
tive board. 

They said hopes of quick action 
may have been set back by differ- 
ences b etween Colombia and the 
United States over Washington's 




foe Latin American nation’s coast 
in an attempt to intercept drag 
shipments. 

The United States and Col- 
ombia — respectively the world’s 
biggest consumer and the second- 
biggest producer of coffee — 
have so far been at the forefro n t 
of efforts fo restore the coffee 
organisation's quota system. 
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the brands. The ratings are on a 
scale ranging from zero for poor 
or unacceptable quality to 100 
equals extraordinary quality. 

Other brands rating at or above 
80 in perceived quality included 
Fisher-Price toys. Hallmarks, 
Levi’s jeans and IBM personal 
c ompu ters. 

But in foe rank for perceived 
quality among users of a given 
brand, Volvo came out on top 
with a rating of 98, topping Mer- 
cedes at 94. 

The survey also indicated 
strongly polarised views about 
Toyota. The Japanese carmaker 


V: Mitt'S i iff r- Ti f v m 


among brand users with a rating 
of 93. But among cansnmers who 
recognise the brands, Buick had a 
higher perceived quality rating 
than Toyota, 69 to .66. 


France eases 

Investment 

regulations 

M 

.PARIS (AP) — The government 
has unveOed plans to ease roles 
on foreign investment in France 
by groups from outside the 12- 
nation European Comm unit y. 
The obligatory treasury ministry 
review of plaimed investments by 
non-Community companies will 
now be fimited to one month, 
government spokesman Louis Le 
Peosec said after the weekly 
cabinet meeting. No'time limn 
previously existed. Failure by the 
treasury to reject a proposal with- 
in 30 days wfil mean the project 
can automatically go forward. 
The new measure concerns only 
the acquisition of French com- 
panies by groups outside the 
Community. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 




SYDNEY — A spurt of late buying carried foe market to a sharply 
hi gher dose after a day of solid demand from local and overseas 
investors. The All Ordinaries index closed up 17.8 at 1,713.7. 

TOKYO — Investor nervousness in a dim a te of ever-sagging 
bond prices, a weakened yen and political uncertainties drive 
prices sharply down at the dose. The Nikkei index fell 65336 to 
37316.77. 

BONG KONG — Prices dosed lower in thin trading, with most 
traders away fr o m the market before the weekend. The Hang 
Seng index tost 1938 to 2,835.94. * * 

SINGAPORE — Share prices dosed easier across the board, but 
above the day's lows in active trading. The Straits Times industrial 
index fell 6.90 points to end at 1,559.17. 

BOMBAY — The Bombay stock exchange was dosed fo r trading 
to enable brokers to settle pending business. Trading resumes 
Monday. 

FRANKFURT — West German shares slumped off opening highs 
fo close mixed. The DAX index dosed at 1,855,66, off 0.17 paints 
from Thursday’s dose. 

ZURICH — Shares off early hi g hs to end lower after sharp 
losses in Tokyo and negative trends in London and other 
European markets. The SP1 index was down 53 at 1,152-2. 

PARIS — French share pikes dosed sharply lower after WaD 
Street’s early jffide triggered heavy selling of most blue chips. The 
CAC-40 index ended 2434 points down at 1,968.65. 

LONDON — Shares were off day’s lows. Light buying 
account did not counter nega tive se ntiment generated byWaU 
Street’s losses. At 1627 GMT FISE was 373 points at 2380.6. 

NEW YORK — WaD Street stocks were sharply lower at midday 
with foe Dow 30 industri"’ hide* a few points above foe session 
lows. The Dow was d 44 points at 2717. 


“Stanley can’t go in the. pet store. 
Somebody thought he was a cross 
between a St. Bernard and a 
basset hound.” 




Unacrambta these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four oafinary words. 


Bob Lee 


KEHRI 



LAMDY 



RAKNEC 





DABBIE 



THE ACROBAT WAS 
THE ONLY SUY WHO 
KNEW HOW "TO TALK 
ABOUT HIMSELF 


Now erranQB the circled tetters to 
form pie surprise a nsw e r, as sug- 
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JumbfoK WHISK COUGH G E N TRY UNHOOK 

Answer fo older to please Ms wife, he rekictanEy 
agreed to go mere-OUT OF HIS “WHOM* 
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Foreign investments in U.S. reach $373b 

l "is* -i _t_jk c n n el 


NEW YORK (R) — Foreign 
direct investment m the United 
States is believed to have surged 
by abodt $66 bfflkm last year, 
surpassing the previous record 
rise of $58 billion in 1988, foe 
Association of International In- 
vestment said Thursday. 

The lower value of the dollar 
against the Jmnnese yen and the 
Deutscbemark has made U.S. 
assets cheaper for foreign inves- 
tors, who are expected fo further 
antagonise American nationalists 
by buying even more U.S. assets 
this year. 

“There is every reason to be- 
lieve that foreign investment will 
continue to grow at a rapid pace 
in 1990,” said foe association's 
corporate secretary. Brad Lais- 


chan. 


The Washington-based trade billion invested ,in the first three 
body said total ftwwgn invest- quarters, b ringin g their total fo- 
ment in foe first force quarters of vestments in the United Slates to 
1989 rose by $43.9 billion, 24 per $121.6 billion. Japan followed 
cent faster thaw a year ember, with a $5.4 bsDion increase, to 


bringing total foreign investment 
to $372.7 bOikm at tbe end of the 
third quarter. 

The hi gher foreign profile has 
disgruntled many Americans, 
who have seen foreigners eager to 
grab a foothold in one of the 
world’s most stable markets by 
investing in prized assets such as 
New York’s RockfeUer Centre. 

But although Japan is widely 
seen as the main outside threat to 
U.S. business, Europeans con- 
tinue to invest more than the 
United States than anyone else. 


$58.76 billion, it said. 

This was a slowdown in 
Japanese i n ves tm ent from 1988 
bnt tbe trade body, made up of 
U.S. subsidiaries of foreign firms 
and U.S. multinationals, said lag- 
ging data may be to blame. 

Dutch, ianaiSan and West 
German investors followed Bri- 
tain and Japan as tbe m am inves- 
tors in U.S. assets. 

At the same time, U3. foreign 
debt widened by $52.6 billion m 
the nine-month period to $581 
billion — far above the $108 


billion debt of Brazil, foe workTs 
second largest debtor. 

‘‘These figures represent the 
fyin ti mting effects of the U.S. 
budget and trade deficits,” said 
tiie association's chairman Elliot 
Richardson, a former commerce 


Meanwhile, cautious U.S. 
companies are trimming back 
their investment plans fen 1990, 
but consumers are still spending 
steadily, tbe government said is 
reports that indicate a mixed eco- 
nomy at foe end of 1989. 

A survey of business -conducted 
.in October and November showed 
they expect to invest 4.9-per cent 
more for capital im provements in 
1990 after spending 8.5 per cent 
more this year, the Commerce 
Department said. 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


Kuwait agrees to invest in Egypt 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt and Kuwait have agreed to set up a-$500 
nuflion holding company which will control joint investment, 
Egyptian Prime Minister Atef Sedki has said, Sedki, quoted by 
national newspapers, said Kuwait also agreed, to take. part In 
. planned reclamation of 4QQ-0QQ acres of land. The Egyp tian p rime 
minister was quoted as saying Kuwait would contribute $300 
milli on for the miming scheme, estimated to cost a bQtion pounds 
($380 million). The United Arab Emirates agreed last year to 
provide funds for the reclamation of 150,000 acres of land as part 
of Egypt’s drive to cat its dependence on imported food. Studies 
would also be conducted for other Kuwaiti investments in Egypt 
worth $150 million covering farm, industrial and tourism projects. 

IOB lends Dhaka $10 million 

NICOSIA (R) — Tbe Islamic Development Bank (IDB) has 
agreed a $10 million foreign trade credit for Bangfarierf i to frnam-» 
the import of area fertiliser from an IDB member. 

USSR buys Iraqi transformers 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq has signed its first contract to supply the 
Soviet Union with 2,000 electric power transformers, foe govern- 
ment weekly magazine Alef-Ba has reported. It said the $6 
million contract was part of a plan to export $25 million worth of 
electrical products to foe Soviet Union and other countries. 

Japan car imports . increase by 35% 

TOKYO (AP) — Japan imported a record 182,168 cars, trucks 
and buses in 1989, 35.2 per cent a year earlier, reflecting domestic 


impems totalled 180,424, up 35.1 per cent from 1988, and the 
foreign car market share in Japan gew from 3.8 percent in 1988 to 
43 per cent in 1989, Kano said. A total of 5.56 million Japanese 
cars, tracks and buses were sold in Japan in 1989, up 11 .9 per emit 
from a year earlier, the Japan Automobile Dealers Association 
says. Kano said foe imported passenger cars sold in Japan 
included 120,293 from West Germanyi up 313 per cent; 19,084 
from the United States, up 313 per cent; 14,519 from Britain, 
483 per cent; 10,487 from France,’ np 70.4 per cent; 4,504 from 
Italy, up 83 per cent and 9,753 from Sweden, up 44.8 per cent, all 
compared with 1988. - 

ENI expects $1b Soviet deals 

MOSCOW (R) — Italian state-owned energy group Ente 
Nazkmale Idrocaiburi (ENI) expects to finalise with the Soviet 
Union soon a series of (teals worth more than $1 billion. The deals 
would call for ENI to supply industrial plant, machinery, goods 
and services -during the 1991-95 Soviet five-year plan. “This is 
such an enormous amount that it is difficult to imaging ” ENI 
President Gabriele Cagliari' told a news conference in Moscow. 
ENI is already involved in several Soviet projects, including ml 
and gas extraction in western Siberia and the construction of two 
petrol stations in Moscow and a plant to maira additives for 
lead-free petrol in Lithuania. 


business prospe ri ty, the Japan Automobile Impo rter s’ Associa- 
tion has said: It was the fourth consecutive year of increased 
imports, said Ken Kano, an association official. Passenger car 


Iran, Turkey sign transport accord 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran and Turkey have signed protocols 
regulating tran sp orta t ion and communication H-nlrc between the 
two co an tries, the Islamic Republic News Agency has 
reported. The broadcast said .the agreement will govern 
land, sea and arc transportation between foe two countries, as well 
as postal and communication exchanges. Under the protocol, 
Turkey will issue 9,000 transit passes to Iranian tracks en route to 
Europe, and Thrfcisb ports oo foe Black Sea will be used to 
transship Iranian goods. More transit passes win be issued for 
Iranian tracks if required, the news agency said. It said Iran and 
Turkey also agreed to establish passenger railway lines between 
Tehran and Istanbul. 
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into Lithuanians 


with unity theme 


VILNIUS (Agencies) — Cam- 
paigning Western-style for unity. 
President Mikhail Gorbachev 
travelled into die Lithuanian 
heartland Friday, expanding his 
mission to persuade the inde- 
pendence-minded Baltic republic 
to stay in the Soviet Union. 

The Soviet prcadeat waded 
into the crowds ™d spoke out 
energetically against Lithuania’s 
attempts to secede when be ar- 
rived Thursday. But he also 
announced that a law permitting 
republics to secede was bang 
drafted in Moscow. 

Most Lithuanians greeted Gor- 
bachev with warm smiles and 
handshakes, but were unmoved 


by his ^leas for unity. About 


what such a tragedy might be. 

But in his remarks to the intel- 
lectuals, Gorbachev warned there 
would be chaos if republics began 
trying to secede foam the Soviet 
Union. 

"Yon may take this compli- 
cated road (of secession), and 
then other republics will start 
dividing among themselves, and 
then Poland might remember 
what used to belong to it,” he 
said, referring to Poland’s posses- 
sion of parts of Lithuania before 
World War EL 

Under Josef Stalin, the Soviet 
Union annexed Lithuania, Latvia 
and Estonia in 1940 as party of a 
secret agreement with Nazi Ger- 
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300,000 uthuanians jammed the 
central square of Vilnius late 
Thursday m a candlelight demon- 
stration for independence. 

The main goal of Gorbachev’s 
three-day visit is to persuade the 
Li thuanian f!n mmnnis t Party to 
reverse its decision last mouth to 
break with the national party. It 
is probably the most serious poli- 
tical crisis be has faced in nearly 
five years in power. 

Details of the proposed seces- 
sion law were not made pubEc, 
but Gorbachev indicated in com- 
ments to a group of Lithuanian 
intellectuals Thursday night that 
a republic-wide referendum 
would be required for secession. 

"To secede by a show of hands 
is not serious. Let the people 
choose,” Gorbachev was quoted 
as saying, according to Lithua- 
nian television correspondent 
Eduardas Foteanskas. 

On Thursday, one man called 
out that the “people must decide 
their own fate." 

Gorbachev replied: “Nothing 
wifi be decided without you. We 
mil decide everything together.” 

However, the president added 
a warning: "Remember, if some- 
one succeeds in pitting us against 
each other m a dash, there will be 
a tragedy. We should not allow 
this.” 

Gorbachev didn’t elaborate oq, 



many. 

Lithuania, the southernmost of 
the Baltics, is. about 960 
kilometres west of Moscow. 

Soviet officials have said drey 
will not use force to keep 
Lithuania and its 3.7 million resi- 
dents in the Soviet Union. Fore- 
Mixdstry spokesman Gennady 
irasimov told the British 
Broadcasting Corporation last 
week the Kr emlin would use only 
“political means" to prevent a 
breakup. 

Gerasimov told Britain’s Inde- 
pendent Television News that the 
secession law was being designed 
to protect everyone’s interests, 
presumably including the Soviet 
Union as well as ethnic min orities 
living in Lithuania. 

“You must think about* the 
interests of die other party too, so 
there must be mechanism for 
divorce, so to say,” Gerasimov 
said in Vilnius. 

When Gorbachev met with 
Communist Party members 
Vilnius on Thursday, an 
mated 300,000 pro-independence 
demonstrators rallied in the sha- 
dow of a cathedral once dosed by 
atheist Soviet authorities. 

The square was a mass of col- 
our at due twilight rally, with fhe 
red, yellow and green of hun- 
dreds of flags of a free Lithuania 
joined by flags symbolising inde- 
pendent Estonia, Latvia, Geor- 
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Tm Lithuania] 

on the eve of Soviet leader MUnfl Gorbachev’s visit to the republic 


gia, Armenia, Moldavia and the 


m 


The st rains of viofins and. pat- 
riotic hymns filled the air along 
with the smell of burning candles 
carried by demonstrators. The 
crow d grew quiet for a brief 
commemoration for the tens of 
thousands of Lithuanians who 
suffered in the Soviet takeover. 
Then, the people broke out in 
song again. 

One of Gorbachev's closest 
allies, fellow poIitburo member 
Alexander Yakovlev, was quoted 
Monday as saying that 
Lithu ania ’s demand for inde- 
pendence might cause a “domino 
effect,” encouraging Communists 
in other republics to break from 
Moscow. 

Demands for greater indepe- 


ndence already have been made by 
the two other Baltic republics, 
Latvia and Estonia, and by peo- 
ple in the southwestern republics 
of Moldavia, bordering Romania, 
and Azerbaijan, which borders 
Iran. 


Gorbachev told Lithuanians 
that the rights of all minorities in 
the Soviet Union must be re- 
spected or the nation of more 
than 100 ethnic gro up s may un- 
ravel. 


Yet he appeared to be more 
accepting of the strident Lithua- 
nian calls for independence. In 
tire past, he has condemned them 


“I am for self-determination all 
the way to secession,” he said, 
according to Potesinskas. 


China imposes 


new restrictions 


BELTING (R) — China Friday 
published stringent new rules on 
demonstrations in Beijing, rein- 
forcing its defences against possi- 
ble unrest one day after martial , 
law was lifted. 

Authorities have also drawn up 
new regulations saying what fore- 
ign journalists can and cannot do. 
The official media gave no indica- 
tion of what they were, but said 
they would be promulgated soon. 

The activities of foreign jour- 
nalists were severely curtailed 
during nearly eight months of 
martial law in the capitaL 


Central Military Commission can 
inform "people where the impor- 
tant military installations are,” 
the newspaper said. 

The end regulations heighten a 
ban on demonstrations in Beijing 
without prior permission, im- 
posed last month. That decree 
stipulated that would-be demon- 
strators get permits from their 
local public security bureau — a 
lower level of authority than now 


Indian tribals 


required. 

Premier 


The Beijing Daily, mouthpiece 

anal Com- 


Of the capital’s municip al 
munist Party leadership, said on 
its front page that permission for 
any demonstration or assembly in 
certain sensitive areas of the 
capital must be obtained from the 
city or national g overnm ent. 

“Of course nobody 1 wifi be 
granted permission for any land 
of protest,” said one Chinese 
office worker. “This is a ban.” 

The newspaper said the sensi- 
tive areas included Tiananmen 
Square, the Zhongnanhai com- 
pound where China's leaders live 
and work and central government 
offices together with their im- 
mediate s nr ro i i ndingi to a dis- 
tance of 300 metres. 

The rule also affects unspeci- 
fied military installations. “The 


Li Pen Wednesday 
announced the end of martial 
law, in force here since May 20 
East year, and at midnight that 
night troops and aimed police 
marched off Tiananmen Square. 

But the Pepople’s Armed 
Police were placed on top alert 
throughout the capital. Plainc- 
lothes security men mingled with 
swelling crowds in Tiananmen: 
and suppressed sporadic acts of 


seek homeland 


NEW DELHI (AP) — Leaders 
of four millio n tribesmen have 
vowed to return to their fight for 
a northeastern homeland after 


Tiananmen Square was the foc- 
al point of mass student-led pro- 
tests from mid-April nntil troops 
and tanks crushed them with 
heavy loss of life on June 4. 

Crowds of sightseers, many 
from outside Beijing, strolled cm 
Tiananmen’s 40 hectares of con- 
crete paving Friday in bright sun- 
shine but with severe frost and ky 
winds. Security agents kept a 
watchful eye our: than. 


Call gains momentum 


for Khmer Rouge trial 


SYDNEY (R) — The 

government, prime mover of a 
Cambodian peace plan now gain- 
ing international support, said 
Friday there were many legal 
obstacles to brin ging Khmer 
Rouge leader Pol Pot to trial on 
charges of genocide. 


it," the spokesman told Reuters. 


Australia’s conservative 
opposition said Friday it would 
initiate international action 
against the Khmer Rouge leaders 
if it won the federal election, due 
before mid-May. 


A spokesman for Foreign 
Minister Gareth Evans said, 
however, that Australia would 
continue to explore ways to bring 
Khmer Rouge leaders to justice, 
but would also ensure tiw* 1 the 
case against them would stand up 
in a world court. 


Pol Pot and I 

been blamed internationally for 
the deaths of liundreds of 
thousands of Cambodians during 
three-year rule from 1975. 
The spokesman was comment- 


The o p pos i tion has an even 
chance of winning the elections 
against the Labour Party, accord- 
ing to latest public opinion polls. 

Opposition foreign affairs 
spokesman Robert Hill said a 
liberal- national government 
would ensure the lQmigr Rouge 
leaders played no role in a future 
Phnom Penh -admznistratftQOL 


4T«.ni 



mg on mounting domestic press- 
ure to take International Court 
action against the Khme r Rouge 
leaders, whose faction is a 
nant force in a coalition h . 
the Cambodian seat in the U 
Nations. 

“Australia continues to regard 
die proposal of brin g in g Pol Pot 
to court on charges of genocide as 
an attractive one and we continue 

to explore ways of implem enting 


On Thursday the Australian 
section of tire International Com- 
mission of Jurists, a Geneva- 
based human rights body of 
lawyers, called for the “Pol Pot 
Khmer Rouge leadership and 
bieraeby” to be put on trial as 
part of tire Australian peace 
proposal. 


lawyer Daniel - 
Brezniak, who has just returned 
from Cambodia, told 


the Khmer Rouge lea 
should be brought before a wide- 



ly accepted world tribunal to des- 
troyjts credibility. 


government 
their demand for autonomy. 

In one of the lesser-known 
conflicts in India, in a remote 
area of Assam state were fore- 
igners are barred, the Bodos have 
been fighting a guemla war since 
March 1987 to preserve their cul- 
ture and heritage. 

“There can be no compromise 
in our demand for a homeland,” 
said Bodo leader Upendra 
Kumar Bhaxma, a 30-yearold 
law student. “At least SjOOO peo- 
ple have died in our campaign. 
How can we give it up now?” 

Tribal leaders say 100,000 
Bodos have been left homeless in 
the bush war — which has been 
waged by the tribesmen with 
bows and arrows, bombs and 
guns — and that 3,000 have been 


kilometres. 

Accoding to Bodos who 
attended Thursday’s meeting, 98 
percent of their fellow tribe^ieo- 
pfc foBow the Bathou religion, in 
which they worship spirits, who 
are believed to be embodied in 
trees and rocks. They claim they 
are discriminated against by the 
Assamese, who are mostly 
Hindus. 


The 16 Bodo leaders, some 
wearing peaked caps, arrived for 
the meeting in Taxis. Assam gov- 
ernment miiih te m came in cars 
guarded by rifle-toting security 
men. The Bodos were screened 
for weapons by a metal detector. 

In a letter to Prime Minister 
Singh, the Bodos said tire Assam 
gove r nment was bent on “annihi- 
lating” the tribes. 

“Mass arrest, brutal torture, 
and molestation of womenfolk 
has become a routin e work for 
the Assam police," the letter 



i’s chief minis te r, PrafoJ- 
la Kumar Mahan ta, said the de- 
mand of tire tribal leaders, who 
met with stale and federal gov- 
ernment officials Thursday in 
New D elhi, could not be met. 
“It is not just possible, 


» 


“we cannot go on dismembering 
make 


states to 


Tire four million Bodos, mostly 
fanners of Mongol origin, have 
been demanding a separate 
homeland on the northern bank 
of tire Brahmaputra 


The Assam government denied 
tire c harg es. 

Assam’s police chief S.V. Sub- 
ramamum, said the insurgency 
claimed 395 lives last yeasr, in- 
cluding 236 civilians, 102 Bodo 
mOftants, 41 Assam policemen 
and 16 Assam government offi- 
cials. Bodo militants carried out 
395 attacks on Assam police, and 
they fired back on 333 occasions, 
he said. 


m 


Assam, a hilly region of northeast 
rich borders Bangladesh 


The Bodo homeland issue had 
been simmering for more than 20 


India which 
and Bhutan. The separate state 
— to be called Bodoland — 
would cover ooe-tibrird of Assam’s 
territory of 78, 438 square 


years, but there were few reports 

a Uoodv 


of violence until it took a bloody 
turn in March 1987 when Bodos 
raised guerrilla groups and 
started attac kin g Assam police 
patrols. 


‘Coup fever 9 in Philippine^ 


as rebels outline 



■ 

MANILA (R) — The Philippine 
armed forces chief dismiss ed 
widespread speculation about a 
new army mutiny as “coup fever" 
bat a renegage ex-brigadier said 
President Corazon .Aquino would 
be ousted and a uriKlaxy-civilian 
ruling 


■ 

Standard. “There is much ineffi- 
ciency, gra ft corruption.” 
"There is no chance for tire 
majority of Filipinos to rise in 
social status. We are looking for 

. . . — i ri^jj 


in almost four years. ... 

But he said tire military was on 
tire look out for rebel moves to 
tty to iecnrit.mare support He 
told tire media to treat coup 


de Villa said in a late night 
television interview Thursday 
that the rebels did not have the 
capability to mount a fresh coup 
for tire moment, and appealed to 
tire media to treat coup rumours 


He vowed to hunt down fugi- 
tive rebel leaders “one by one.” 

Several Manila newspapers Fri- 
day published a cK i un ts of a meet- 
ing with a senior rebel leader who 
is on the gover n ment's mod- 
wanted list. Ex-Brigadier Gttoer- 
al Edgardo Abenina outlined 
plans to set up a joint mflitary- 
r-r vitian ruling council after top- 
pling Aquino. 

He said during an interview in 
a safehouse outride Manila 
tire rebels would root out corrup- 
tion in gov e rnment and the milit- 
ary, bring in a fairer administra- 
tion and backed the phase-out of 
U.S. military bases from the 
country after 1991. 

“We have the capability and 
the sincerity to reorient and 
change the system,” he was 
quota! as saying by the Manila 


try,” Abenina said. 

Following a successful coup 
d’etat, the c ountry would be nm 
by three militaiy officers and fou r 
to six civilians in a governing 
council t ha t would cut govern- 
ment spending, make tire eco- 
nomy more self-reliant and trim 
the size of tire armed forces to 
80,000 from their present level of 
165,000. 

■ He said tire U.S. intervention 
in favour at Aquino daring the 
last coup attempt from Dec. 1-7 
had made same of the young 
rebel officers bate Washington. 

He said they would follow “an 
independent foreign policy, espe- 
cially from the U.S.” 

But he said they would not 
demand the imnrediate withdraw- 
al of U.S. mfiftary base$ from the 
. Instead they supported- 
tire idea of U.S. help in convert- 
ing the bases to dvuian use and 
brining tire 77,000 Fffijraios now 


“Our papers far instance are 
fofi of coup stories every day, and 
there seems to be a coup fever 
going- It is tire most interesting 
topic of conve raa tion on almost 
every occasion, social or otfaer- 
de Villa declared . : 


General Jose Maria Zuroei and 


Abenina was quoted as saying 

V « 1 4 * t_J! 


he bad helped bridge differences 
l Hona 


employed on them to get other 
jobs. 

Chief-of-staff de Villa said the 
rebels did not have the nrifitary 
force to mount a successful attack 
so soon after the December re- 
bellion, the sixth against Aquino 


between Honasan, leader of the 
Reform tire Aimed Forces Move- 
ment (RAM) which helped top- 
ple former President Ferdinand 
Marcos in 1986, and Zumel, lead- 
-er of forces still loyal to tire 
Marcos camp. . r . . 

Aquino’s National Security 
Adviser Rafael Beta admitted 
Wednesday that tire rash of coup 
Tumours floated by tire rebels 
were tf o nfuMu g go v er n m ent in- 
telligence agencies. 

He said tire rebels may laixndi a 
new coup attempt, but it was 
doubtful tirey-would succeed. 


Greeks stage protest amid 


reports of unrest in Albania 


ATHENS (AP) — More t han 
10,000 people rallied Thursday in 
Athens to protest Albania’s treat- 
ment of ethnic. Greeks, and a 
newspaper reported that the 
hardlin e C o amm uis t leadership 
of Albania imposed a state of 
emergency 'on a northern city. 

The report at unrest in Shkodr 
er, Albania’s second largest dty, 
could not be confirmed. An 
Albanian diplomat in Vienna cal- 
led the report by the Yugoslav 
daily Fofitifca an “absurdity” that 
is port of “an angry smear cam- 
paign” against his c ount ry. Alba- 
nia is the last bastion of Stalinism 
in Eastern Europe. 

Black-robed bishops and Alba- 
nian emigres led tire Athens rally, 
which coinciding with the 


Fedmgs have run high between 
Greece and its northern neigh- 
bour since 1916, when the pro- 
vince of northern Epirus was in- 
corporated in Alban ia. 

The Greek church claims that 
the Greek minority in Albania 
numbers about 400,000 and is not 
allowed to move freely, to prao- 

' in 


Communist state in Albania in 
1946.. 

“I am warning the Tirana reg- 
ime that the policy it has followed 
up to now wfil lead to internation- 
al isolation and certain collapse," 
said Archbishop Seraphem, pri- 
mate of tire Orthodox Qranh of 


also told the rally 
that “the criminals who have 
acted against our brothers in 
northern Epirus may rest assured 
they wifi not go unpunished." 


scfaooL 

Albania, which has a popula- 
tion of three million, contends 
tire Greek minority does not ex- 
ceed 60,000. 

In Belgrade, Yugoslavia, the 
state-run Folitika newspaper said 
the stale of emergency was im- 
posed to quell popular unrest in' 
Shkoder. 

The Yugoslav report said “a 
group of young people tried to 
organise demonstrations passing 
leaflets" late last year in Shk oder. 
Five people were executed, it 
damuxL 

The Belgrade newspaper did 
not give the source of its informa- 
tion, say . when the state of 
emergency was introduced or 
give any other details on the 
reported older. Albania is closed 
to most foreigners, and it was 
impossible to verify the claims in 
tire newspaper report. 

Albania has resisted the re- 


forms swe epi ng the rest of the 
region. It has sharply restricted 
travel, audits secret police moni- 
tor contacts with foreigners. 

Borders and beaches are pat- 
rolled by Albanian troops to pre- 
vent escapes. The Greek church 
claime d in December that four 
ethnic Greek Albanians were tio- 
tured and killed last year after 
failing to escape to Greece. 

The Greek - Foreign Mnristxy 
has questioned tire validity of an 
Albanian videotape purporting to 
show, t hre e of tire four brothers 
celebrating the new year, after 


the Greek charges d 
Tifana was prohibited from visit- 


ing the brothers. 

Ehas Lekkas, who fled Albania 
in 1982, said man interview that 
anyone «mght trying to escape 
fr om the' Balkan state was jailed 
for 25 years, or “if he or anyone 
else in his family. has tried to 
escape before, he is executed.” 

He -said those condemned to 
death were hanged in. town 
squares and their bodies left 

hanging a S A war n in g - 

Lekkas, 50, said that he Gved in 
a concent ra tion camp with his 
family from infancy until Iris 
escape, because his father had 
been proclaimed an “enemy of 
the party." 


Computer ‘worm 9 disguised 


itself, expert tells court 


SYRACUSE, New York ( AP) — 
The “wonn" programme that pa- 
ralysed a nationwide computer 
network in November 1988 was 
designed so its victims would not 
know how they were being 
attacked, a computer expert testi- 
fied Thursday. 

Robert T. Morris’ rogue prog- 
ramme used several methods to 
worm its way into the Internet 
network, said Keith Bostic, a 
programme analyst at the Uni- 
versity of California at Berkeley. 

“It was designed to break into 
as many computer systems as 
quickly as possible and escape 
detection as it was doing so," 
Bostic said on the second day of 
testimony in Morris' commuter 
tampering trial in U.S. district 
court. 

Morris, 25, of Arnold, Mary- 
land, is charged under foe 1986 
computer fraud and abuse act 
with “hacking” Into a federal 
computer network. If co nv ic ted, 
be faces as many as five years in 


prison and a $250,000 fine. 

. Prosecutors allege he devised 
and unleashed a programme that 
replicated wildly, immobilising an 
estimated 6,000 computers linked 
to Internet, including those at tire 
National Aeronatics and Space 
Administration (NASA) and 
several air force installations and 
nmvenaties. 


the worm’s defences, he said. 

According to Bostic, the worm 
entered foe school's computer 
system by using two defects m the 
software used by the system and 


by solving passwords, either 
through a list omit into the w orm 


Defence attorney Thomas 
Gmdoboni has said that Morris 
created the worm as a computer 
security experiment, but that be 
made a progr amming mistake 
that let tire wonn gq berserk. 

Gmdoboni said during opening 
statements tbat once Morris 
learned of tire problems his prog- 
ramme was cauamg, he tried to 
stop it, and when mat failed, he 
tried to alert network users. 

But Bostic testified that no one 


in Berkeley's co m p u t er science 
research group received any 
warning about the worm Morris. 
Four top Computer program- 
worked 16 hours to crack 


or by checking possible guesses 
against the computer's own inter- 
nal dictionary. 

The worm also took advantage 
of the co mpute rs’ “trust" for one 
another on the same system, a 
process by which a second com- 
puter will allow access to the 
system after seeing that an 
account already has been autho- 
rised by another computer on 
that system, Bostic said. 

The rogue programme hid it- 
self in four ways, lie told jurors. 

It travelled via bi n a r y code, 
rather than a more easily read 
souree'eode, and those parts of 
the progra m me could be 
read by a literate user were en- 
crypted to further mask what the 
worm was doing, ‘ 


Nabbing * deps * — Japan police woma n 9 s forte 


By Yfbefce Laroi 


TOKYO — A plain clothes 


et on a packed Tokyo subway 
and waves a rescued wallet 
before a group of admixing 


All eyes gaze at a Japanese 
— a policewoman. 
Jeans-dad Kazuyo Motolri, 
36 , coolly clasps handenffg on 
tire pleading thief as he nurses 


years and has earned the some- 
what grudging respect of male 
colleagues in what is still very 
much a man’s w o rl d. 

“She b more fike a man in 
many ways. That’s why she’s 
such a good detective," said 
Osamn Tamara, deputy chief 
at the Stubuya police station. 

But even for a much-com- 
mended detective, some 
chores remain women's work 
Motoki is often 


scratches from tier fingernails. 
The haunriMifiw came mom her 


small pink co sm etics bog. 

Motoki, a mother of two, is 
the only woman in the detec- 
tive de par tm en t at Tokyo’s 
Striboya district police bead- 


A belt in judo, Motoki 

has been a policewoman for 17 


found serving coffee and tea to 
the 60 people who work on her 
floor. 

“When it comes to tea, 
women are not yet equal to 
men in Japan. It is one tradi- 
tion that will Cake a long time 
to break,” she said. 

Of the 452 employees at the 
Shibirya station, 22 other thaw 
Mafoki are women — - 35 con- 


trol traffic and seven control 
paperwork. 

Motoki said that, although 
she b almost always treated as 
an equal,, barriers remain. "I 
have to work with men so I 
have to work even harder.” 

“A woman will not be able 
to climb as far up the 
ladder as a man. You can get 
to a certain point, then there b 
a hunt,” she said. _ 

woman ae/ofthe 

subsection that deals with 
minors. 


trance exam when she was 18. 
She started her career in the 
traffic division »n«t moved on 
to be a guard at a 


Motoki said she is able to 
apprehend only one or two out 
of tire seven or eight pickpock- 
ets she has her eyes on every 


Then abe found her niche — 
catching pickpockets. 

Whether it b apprehending 
them at bargain sales or on 
subways, she b good at her 
job. One colleague noted rim* 
has received 80 written 


_ Still, she expresses satisfac- 
tion at her choice of career. 
“There are many women who 
want to do something but can- 
not because of their sex. I have 
never 'not been able to do 
something I want,” Motoki 


-‘T always longed to be a 
policewoman. I didn’t want to 
be strapped to a chair with 

deskwozk- I wanted a job I 
could move around with," said 
Matoki, flashing a characteris- 
tically warm «wfU 
Motoki passed the police ea- 


rn get one. 

“Women good 

pocket catchers. Men don’t 
suspect a woman would be an 

underco v e r cop,” she said. 

Waiting on subway plat- 
forms during rush hour hoping 
to catch a pickpocket in the act 
can be an unpleasant and, 
more often than not, a " 


Yet there is a price to be 
paid for being a working 
mother in Japan. There is little 
day ra re available and what 

them is amih itMitly 

Mbtoki’s eighteen -month- 
old daughter and 11 -year-old 
son stay with their grandpa- 
rents while both Motoki and 
her husband, a~ guard at a 
detention centre, are working. 
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Monkey spared, but 
owner In trouble . 


NEW DELHI (AP) — Ganesan, 


Ab enma said the three nrifitary 
officers who would help rim tire 
j u nta were cashiered ex Lnmte- 
nant-Colonel Gregorio Hon- 


JEH (AP] 

tire rogue monkey sentenced to 
d epth for Wring a gni, has won a 
reprieve although fab owner may 
face c rimi nal charges, news . re>. 
ports said Friday. M.A. Nissan, a 
magistrate in the southern cite of 
Trivandrum, ordered wildlife 
off frfab to take possession of the 
monkey Thursday and “to tread it 
as a wild animal,” said the Efodn, 
a Madras-based newspaper. 

had been hekL a£ a 






Trivandrum police station for a 
two weeks. His death sentence 
had been issued by a local magis- 
trate. Animal lovers protested. 
According to tire Hindu arid Press 
. Trust of India, one of the appeals 
rami* from the new numsteLof 
state for environment, Maneka 
Gandhi* Mis. Gandhi, the estran- 
ged aster-in-law of forma Priare 
-Minister -Rajiv Gandhi, runs knew 
New Delhi Shelter for stcay 
dpgs, battered Burros and other 
hapless animals. Ganesan’s eir 
edition had been set far JanL S, 
but the Trivandrum sessions 
court granted- a last-mistute &ay, 
pending further investigation. 
Nissar ruled Friday, that the 
monkey should be retained to the 
wild, but he directed authorities 
to set in motion criminal proceed- 
ings against Ganesan’s owner. 
The Hindu and Press Tr ug said 
Viju Oommen, .a Tri v andrum en- 
gined' who alleged tab dangjBter 
was bitten by the monkey, could 
sue the owner of the annual fix’’ 
damages. The news ’ reports .*! 
not identify the owner. - 


C- """ ■ , 1 


■ 1 t *-■“ 

<' v-- . _ 

• ■ r - 

“ ££ = - 


■ ,* 'V 


■»_P- * 


4 - 


> if’"-— - 


1 y~— 


■ 


Si ^ 

m wm ■ ■ — 
£ ; i ”- 4 








Fortune in gutter 




r * L \.- 




LONDON .(R) — A hard-up 
surveyor found £4 milli on ($6.6 
million) in a gutter outside Lon- 
don’s stock ■ exchange and re- 
turned the fortune wifaout-a 
second thought. Martin Richie, 
forced to sell hb car to cut his 
debits,' became a millionaire for 
half an hour on Tuesday when he . 
found the wad of. bearertand 
certificates which can be cashed 
with no questions asked. After be = 
returned them to broken -Rowe; 
and Pitman, 23-year-oki Ritdne_ 
had no regrets. “I am not fMffc-j; 
log- 1 should have done a^sooer 
(fled)," he told reportera.-^t»p-_ . 
pose I have been brought up 
honest." A dty rtocfcbrokraxam- 
nrented: “If I had found them! 
would have beeu off.” Instead, . 
Ritchie returned to hb one-bed- 
room flatiu north London with a 
magnum of champagne from 
Rowe and Pitman, and a. dear 
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Live acts 
with the dead 



(R) 


BIRMINGHAM, 

— Polite raided a B: 
torium Thursday and seized por- 
nographic video cassettes that 
were being hired out between 
funerals.. Police swooped down 
an foe chapel of rest at the Robin 
Hood crematorium -on tire-out- 
skirts of Birmingham in central 
E ngla n d 'after a tip-off that sex 
videos were being rented out 
One man was arrested and two 
other crematorium workers, were 
suspended from duty. 


80 Picasso works 
Stolen from work- 
shop 


ANTIBES, France (R) — 
Thieves have stolen 80 ceramic 
works by Pablo Picasso worth two 
xmfiion francs ($350,000) fiom 


foe French Riviera workshop 

for w 


where the artist worked fin’ 
years, polite said Thursday. The 
robbers broke through a window 
of tire workshop in VaHanris, 
near Antibes, on the night of 
Dec. 28-29, when the gallery was 
closed for the year-end holiday. 
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